Teacher’s Guide 


More Special Days 

For Use With Muppet Slate™ 


rSaM I ! 1 MEDIfl CENTER 
C0LUA1SIA HEIGHTS SCHOOLS 


Apple 



SUN31RST 


COMMUNICATIONS 











PERMISSIONS 


All SUNBURST material is copyrighted. However, SUNBURST does give the 

purchaser the following permissions: 

1. You have permission to reproduce any student worksheets in this guide for your 
classroom use. You should not, however, copy the whole guide. 

2. You have permission to use Lab Packs within one site. You should not, however, 
divide the package and use the disks in more than one building. 

3. You may copy this student disk. 

4. You have permission to allow students to take the product home for use with 
their personal computers. 


SSSSSE 


MORE SPECIAL DAYS 


DESIGN 

Donna Stanger 

TEACHER'S GUIDE 
Barbara Wood 
Sue Warren 
Lela Leitch 
Sarah Lueder 
Elaine Miller 
Tasha Wood 


PROGRAMMING AND DESIGN 
Tad M. Wood 

GRAPHIC ART 

Barbara Wood 
Patricja Pienkowska 
Lon Koenig 


CLASSROOM CONSULTANT 
Tom Theismann 

Tom has been a preschool director and a classroom teacher in kindergarten, 
first, and second grades. He is currently the Early Childhood Coordinator for 
the Rochester, Minnesota School System. 


COPYRIGHT 1990 

SUNBURST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
PLEASANTVILLE, NY 10570 

Muppet Slate and Muppet Learning Keys, are trademarks 
of Henson Associates, Inc. 

Apple is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc., Cupertino, CA. 

For information or free microcomputer courseware catalog, write: 

SUNBURST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

101 Castleton Street 
PLEASANTVILLE, NY 10570 

Call toll-free (800) 628-8897 
Or call collect (914) 747-3310 



NORTH PARK MEDIA CENTER 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS SCHOOLS 

Table of Contents^ 

Page 

Introduction. 1 

How to Use More Special Days 

Using More Special Days . 2 

Muppet Slate Refresher. 3 

More Special Days Borders. 5 

More Special Days Pictures. 6 

Classroom Lessons and Ideas. 8 

Chart: More Special Days Index to Resources. 10 

Chart: More Special Days Language Arts Objectives. 11 

Special Days 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 12 

Valentine's Day. 22 

Susan B. Anthony Day. 34 

St. Patrick's Day. 40 

Passover. 51 

Children's Day. 56 

Kites' Day. 57 

Buddha Day. 62 

Mother's Day. 66 

Independence Day. 76 

Canada Day. 77 

Australia Day. 77 






















Page 

Labor Day. 84 

Labour Day. 85 

Grandparents Day. 89 

Halloween. 94 

Veterans Day.108 

Christmas.120 

Boxing Day.,.121 

Any Occasions Honoring People.132 

Appendix: Additional Resources.141 

At A Glance .148 

Working with Your Equipment 

Installing Your Muppet Learning Keys .150 

Apple II: Working with Your Computer.151 

Apple IlGS: Control Panel Settings.152 

"What Happens If. . .?" 

SUNBURST Courseware and Warranty.153 

















Introduction 


What child doesn't love a holiday—the fun of valentine hearts, colored ribbon and 
wrappings, dressing up in costumes, bright candles and holiday lights! Yet many 
children grow into adulthood with little awareness of the meaning and rich heritage 
behind our holidays. Adults often exclaim, "Oh, that's how that came to be!" or "Oh, 
that's why we do that!" More Special Days is designed to contribute to children's 
understanding and appreciation of various holidays while at the same time helping 
children to expand and build sound language arts skills. With More Special Days, 
students will find their natural enthusiasm for the holidays spilling over into the written 
word. 

More Special Days covers over 20 holidays including such favorites as Valentine's 
Day, Halloween, and Christmas. A variety of cultures and religions are represented, 
and a "generic" lesson suitable for honoring a local hero or other individual(s) is 
included. More Special Days users may also be interested in Seasons and Special 
Days, a separate SUNBURST product. Neither product is dependent upon the other, 
but between them, the two products cover dozens of special days as well as the four 
seasons. 

Your More Special Days disk is used with Muppet Slate in place of the Muppet Slate 
Student Disk. Muppet Slate will operate as usual, but with the addition of seasonal 
borders and many new holiday pictures. Either the Muppet Learning Keys or the 
Apple Keyboard may be used although the use of the Muppet Learning Keys 
maximizes child appeal and simplicity of operation. 

For each of the holidays covered in More Special Days there is an explanation of the 
holiday, a list of resource materials, and two to three pages of "celebration starters" 
(suggestions for classroom activities and computer writing). Eight of the holidays also 
have a step-by-step lesson plan. Each lesson begins with an interest-grabbing 
prewriting activity and continues through the writing, revision/proofreading, and 
publishing stages of the writing process. 

There are three main sections in this guide. The first, "How to Use More Special 
Days, "explains the use of your More Special Days disk with Muppet Slate and briefly 
reviews the main features of Muppet Slate. In the second part of the guide, you will 
find a section for each holiday. Background information on the holidays, step-by-step 
lesson plans with student hand-outs, "celebration starters," and lists of additional 
resource materials are located here. The guide concludes with practical helps for you 
such as tips on the operation of equipment and a page of answers to frequently asked 
questions about SUNBURST products. 

More Special Days is designed for use with the 64K Apple II family of computers. A 
Muppet Slate Teacher Disk is required. The program can be operated by means of 
either the Apple Keyboard or the Muppet Learning Keys. A color monitor is preferred 
(but not necessary) to best display the program's color graphics. If you have questions 
or need additional assistance, you can call SUNBURST at (800) 628-8897. 
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If you can operate 
Muppet Slate, you can 
also operate More 
Special Days. Simply 
use the More Special 
Days disk In place 
the Muppet Slate 
Student Disk. 





Using 

More 

Special Days 


More Special Days operates only with Muppet Slate. The More Special Days disk is 
used with the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk in place of the Muppet Slate Student Disk. 

Load the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk (which came with your Muppet Slate package) 
into the computer. You will be asked to insert a Student Disk. Simply use the More 
Special Days disk instead of the Muppet Slate Student Disk. (If 2 drives are available, 
the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk can be placed in drive 1 and the More Special Days 
disk in drive 2.) 

All of the Muppet Slate features remain available when you are using More Special 
Days. The only differences are: 

• Five Muppet Slate borders are replaced with different borders including a 
border for each season. (All of the More Special Days borders are 
shown on page 5.) 

• Some of the pictures in Robin's picture book are replaced with 
seasonal/holiday pictures. More pictures have been added. (All of the 
More Special Days pictures are listed on page 7. An explanation of 
the picture categories is given on page 6.) 

For your convenience, a quick review of Muppet Slate features follows. 
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Muppet Slate Refresher 

This information is designed to refresh your memory of the main features of Muppet 
Slate. If you need more detailed information, refer to your Muppet Slate Teacher's 
Guide. If you need classroom management suggestions (how to handle the printing 
needs of your class, etc.), see the "Classroom Management" section of the Muppet 
Slate Teacher's Guide. When reading the Muppet Slate Teacher's Guide, remember 
that you will be substituting the More Special Days disk for the Muppet Slate "Student 
Disk." 

GETTING STARTED: 

Attach the Muppet Learning Keys (optional). Load the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk and 
More Special Days into your computer. Use the Teacher Change Options (Control-T 
from the Main Menu) to set the program for the printer/interface card you are using. 


MAIN MENU: 
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to go back to the paper you are 
working on. 

to load a paper stored on the disk, 
to choose a border and print a paper, 
to begin a new paper, 
to save a paper onto the disk, 
to quit using the program. 


SPECIAL KEYS (MUPPET LEARNING KEYS): 



- switches between uppercase and lowercase 




- switches between typeover and insert 



- skips to next line (at editing screen) 



- deletes 1 letter, space, or picture 






Muppet Slate Refresher 

- puts back a deleted letter, escapes from picture book 


- accesses Robin's picture book 


- returns to Main Menu 


APPLE KEYBOARD EQUIVALENTS: 



TEACHER-ACCESSIBLE FEATURES: 

Make Fill-In (<3-Control-F from the editing screen) allows you to make 
fill-in-the-blank papers for students. 

Utilities (Control-T from the Main Menu) allows you to list, print, delete, or copy 
papers, and to copy student disks. 

Student Disk Options (Control-T from the Main Menu) allow you to customize 
student disks (control the border, picture, insert/typeover, and erase features). 

For specifics on the More Special Days picture categories, see page 6. 

Printing Options (Control-T from the Main Menu) allow you to set the program for 
the printer/interface card you are using and to control whether or not students can 
print. 


Note: Remember, whenever the program refers to a "Student Disk," simply use your 
More Special Days disk. 
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More Special Days Pictures 

More Special Days contains 140 pictures for students to use in their writing (99 
pictures selected from Muppet Slate and Seasons and Special Days and 41 new 
pictures). All of the available pictures are listed on the following page. Students can 
add any of them to their writing by pressing the picture of Robin on the Muppet 
Learning Keys (or Control-P on the computer keyboard) and selecting the desired 
picture from the ABC's Picture Book. 

PICTURE CATEGORIES 

Categories of pictures may also be made available to students. There are 19 picture 
categories (including ABC’s or all 140 pictures): 


Winter 

Children's Day 

Spring 

Buddha Day 

Summer 

Mother's Day 

Autumn 

Independence Day 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Labor Day 

Valentine's Day 

Grandparents Day 

Susan B. Anthony Day 

Halloween 

St. Patrick's Day 

Veterans Day 

Passover 

Christmas 


ABC's (All pictures) 

To see printouts of the pictures included in a specific category, see the corresponding 
section of this manual. For example, the pictures for the Valentine's Day category are 
shown with the other material about Valentine's Day (see page 33). 

To select which picture categories will be available to the students, use the Student 
Disk Options (Control-T from the Main Menu). You can select one of the following: 

1. "ABC’s (All pictures)" 

2. "ABC's (All pictures)" plus up to 4 of the other categories 

3. Up to 6 of the other categories 

Note: The disk is shipped set to "ABC's (All pictures)." 
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More Special Days Pictures 


More Special Days 

PICTURES 






Classroom Lessons and Ideas 


Some or all of the following material is included for each of the special days in this 
teacher’s guide: 

• description/historical Information 

• information on how to use the lesson 

• a step-by-step lesson plan 

• "celebration starters" (suggestions for classroom and computer writing 
activities) 

• printouts of pictures available on the More Special Days disk for the special 
day 

• reproducible student sheets 

• a list of books and fllms/fllmstrlps for the special day 

The chart on page 10 lists the special days covered in this manual and tells 
specifically what is included for each. 

Note: A separate SUNBURST product, Seasons and Special Days, includes the 4 
seasons and the following holidays: New Year's Day Around the World, Black History 
Month, Groundhog Day, Presidents' Day, Arbor Day, Easter, Memorial Day, Anzac 
Day, Victoria Day, Father's Day, Native American Day, Sukkot, Thanksgiving, and 
Hanukkah. 


Lesson Plans 

Eight of the holidays in More Special Days include complete step-by-step lesson 
plans. All of these lessons emphasize language arts skills (see chart, page 11) and 
include a computer-writing activity. Because writing is a multi-phase process, the 
lessons cover each stage of the writing process as described below: 

Prewriting 

Each lesson begins with a prewriting activity of some kind. The prewriting activity may 
be a discussion, a brainstorming session, an art project, the sharing of a story, or some 
other indoor or outdoor activity designed to spark enthusiasm and to start the flow of 
ideas. This time in which the special day is introduced provides a valuable opportunity 
for encouraging positive attitudes toward cultural differences. 

Writing 

Actual writing is the next step. Children should concentrate on getting their ideas on 
the computer screen. Corrections come later. To avoid impeding the writing process, 
students can use phonetic spelling or write as much of the word as they know how to 
spell, enlisting help with spelling later. 
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Classroom Lessons and Ideas 


Revision/reaction/proofreading 

Revision generally refers to major changes affecting meaning (reorganizing or 
changing ideas), and proofreading refers to small changes affecting readability 
(spelling, punctuation, etc.). The computer facilitates changes. It is easy to delete 
errors and to insert words or letters. The lesson plans in this teacher’s guide suggest a 
variety of methods for finding mistakes (reading one's paper out loud, reading and 
reacting to a partner's paper, proofreading for one thing at a time, etc.). Sometimes 
students are asked to concentrate on a particular type of error. Other times students 
are asked to do a more complete job of proofreading. Some teachers prefer to 
personally check student work for errors before the final printing. In this case, you may 
want to print the papers without borders, write your comments on them, and let 
students make corrections at the computer before printing final copies with borders. 

Publishing 

Publishing is the last step. Young children are usually proud of their computer writing 
and like to share it with an audience. Papers printed with More Special Days are 
attractive and professional looking. Each lesson suggests some way of displaying or 
presenting student writing. 

Complete step-by-step lesson plans are included for 8 of the special days covered in 
this guide. A brief description of each of these 8 complete lesson plans follows: 

1 . Dream On (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day) - Students learn about Dr. King's memorable 
dream speech and write dreams of their own. 

2. Special Me, Special You (Valentine's Day) - Similes are used in writing valentines. 

3. Green Guys (St. Patrick's Day) - Computer-written stories about the leprechaun's pet are 
shared at a "green party." 

4. Mmm, My Mom (Mother's Day) - To tell about their mothers, students sprinkle descriptive 
paragraphs with adjectives. 

5. Recipe for Jack (Halloween) - A jack-o'-lantern activity provides practice in writing directions. 

6. Flying Free (Veterans Day) - Students write facts and feelings about the flag of their country. 

7. Memories (Christmas) - Students recall sights, sounds, tastes, smells, and textures as they 
write about favorite holiday memories. 

8. Meet a Celebrity (Any Occasions Honoring People) - The writing of biographies is the 
focus of this "generic" lesson which can be used to celebrate any occasion honoring a person or 
group of people. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


Date: January 15 

More Special Days Resources: 

What is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day?.p. 13 

Lesson Plan: Dream On.p. 14 

Celebration Starters for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day_p. 20 

Available pictures.p. 21 

Books and Films/Filmstrips for 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.p. 141 














Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


Martin 



What Is 

Luther King, Jr. Day? 


January 15 is the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. He was born in 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia and grew up to become a minister like both his father and grandfather. He 
married Coretta Scott and served at a Baptist church in Montgomery, Alabama. 

At that time, Montgomery (and many other cities) had laws and practices that 
discriminated against black people. For example, black children could not attend the 
same schools as white children, and black people could not sit next to white people on 
the buses. Dr. King thought this was wrong. One day a black lady was arrested for 
refusing to give up her seat on a bus to a white man. Dr. King encouraged black 
Americans to quit riding buses unless the law changed. This nonviolent protest 
worked and the law was changed. 

Dr. King went on to lead marches, sit-ins, and other demonstrations throughout the 
South. Sometimes he and his followers were sent to jail, but unfair laws began to be 
changed. In 1963 in Washington D.C., he made a famous speech heard by millions of 
television viewers. In it, Dr. King said, "I have a dream," and told of his dream that 
some day all people would have the same freedoms. In 1964, he was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. Dr. King continued to work on his dream until 1968 when he was 
assassinated. We remember him today because he stood up for what was right and 
tried to change what was wrong without hate and violence. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 



Lesson Plan: 
Dream On 

First Day: classroom activity 
(45 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing and 
proofreading at computers 
(30 minutes) 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Listen to and share ideas 

Expand on an idea 

Proofread: spelling, punctuation, clarity 

MATERIALS: First Day: 

Calendar 

White poster board 
Markers (blue and red) 

Second Day: 

(Optional) Poster made on the first day 
Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Scissors for students 

Third Day: 

Sky blue paper to cover a bulletin board 

PREPARATION: Third Day: 

Use sky blue paper to cover a bulletin 
board for displaying student work. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity) 

1 . Read to the students: 

Once there was a land where lots of families lived 
together in towns and cities. The children went to 
school. The moms and dads rode buses to work. 
Sometimes In the evening, some of the families went 
to restaurants to eat. There were government 
buildings In the cities and places for people to vote. It 
was a pretty nice place to live. 

However, something was very wrong and very unfair. 
Some of the people—those who had dark 
skin—weren't allowed to do certain things. The 
children with dark skin weren't welcome In the good 
schools that the light-skinned children attended. The 
dark-skinned moms and dads had to sit in the very back 
of the buses. And when dark-skinned families went 
out to eat, there were some restaurants where they 
were not allowed. Sometimes voting rules made it very 
difficult for the dark-skinned grown-ups to vote. 

In this land lived a dark-skinned man who had a 
dream. His dream was that one day the dark-skinned 
children and the light-skinned children would all be 
treated equally. His dream was that the dark-skinned 
people would be free—free to sit anywhere on the 
buses, free to eat in any restaurant, and free to vote. 

The man worked to make his dream come true. Soon 
others began to join him. Because of the man with a 
dream, things began to change. 


2. Ask the students: 

• "Can you guess the name of the land in the story?" (U.S.A.) 

* "Do you know the name of the man with the dream?" (Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

3. Discuss the students' answers and the methods Martin Luther King, Jr. used to 
follow his dream. 

4. Point out January 15, Dr. King's birthday, on the calendar. 


NORTH PARK MEDIA CENTER 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


5. Draw 3 blue "clouds" on the white poster board to represent 3 dreams. 



6. Say to the students: 

• "Dreams like that of Martin Luther King, Jr. help to make our lives better." 

• "We can all have that kind of dream." 

• "Let’s think of some dreams which could make our classroom or school a better 
place." 

• Tm going to label this first 'dream cloud' with the word school." 

7. Add to the cloud drawings, using a red marker: 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


8. Ask students for examples of dreams to make your classroom or school a nicer 
place to be (for example, a dream that children not tease each other), and 
discuss ways to make their dreams come true (for example, befriend teased 
children or ask peers to stop teasing). 

9. Label the second cloud with the word home. 



10. Ask students to think quietly of ways in which they could help to make their homes 
better places to live, and let volunteers share their thoughts. 

11 . Complete the cloud drawing by labeling the third cloud with the word world. 








Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


12. Ask students for examples of dreams for a better world. 

13. Encourage discussion about ways students could pursue their dreams. 

1 4. Say to the students: 

• "Thank you for sharing all these good ideas." 

• "Tomorrow you will each be writing about one of your dreams." 

• "Be thinking about a dream which is important to you." 

Second Day (students writing and proofreading at computers) 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days disks into the 
computers. 

2. Say to the students: 

• "Today we will be writing about dreams which could make people's lives better." 

• "You will each be writing about a dream which is important to you." 

• "It can be a dream to make our school, your home, or the world a better place." 

3. (Optional) Use the poster from the first day to refresh students' memories about 
their dreams. 

4. Decide on an appropriate name for today’s paper, such as "DREAM." 

5. instruct students to: 

• Select "New" and type the name. 

• Describe their dreams and what they might do to make their dreams come true. 

• Use pictures from the picture book when appropriate. 

• End their papers with "By (Name)." 

6. Assist students as needed. 

7. Say to students: 

• "Now read each sentence in your paper to be sure it's clear and easy to 
understand." (Assist with corrections as needed.) 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


• "Check to be sure each sentence ends with a period." (Assist as needed.) 

• "Last of all, see if you can spot any incorrect spellings. Quietly ask me or 
someone near you for help if you need it." 

8. Print the papers without borders. 

9. Instruct students to cut around their writing in a cloud shape. 

10. Say to the students: 

• "I have covered a bulletin board with blue paper to look like a sky." 

• "If you would like, you can share your dream by tacking it on the bulletin board." 

Note: Students should not feel pressured to share their dreams because some 
may be personal. If many students want to display their dreams and you run out of 
room, display some for a few days and then change the display to include the 
others. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 



Celebration Starters 
for 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


These "celebration starters" are activities which 
can be used either in addition to the lesson plan 
on page 14 or as alternate ideas. 


Thank You, Dr. King 

Write a letter of thanks to Martin Luther King, Jr. for the work he did and the example 
he provided. This could be a class project with the teacher at the computer and 
students contributing ideas. Post the finished letter in the classroom. 

Peace Chain 

Make a "peace chain." Provide a basket of 1 1/2x12 inch paper strips. Each time a 
student follows the example of Martin Luther King, Jr. by helping someone else, the 
student can add a link to the chain. Will the chain grow long enough to reach around 
the entire classroom? 

Think of a Word 

Discuss the term adjective. As a class, think of adjectives describing Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Display a photo of Dr. King in the center of a bulletin board. Write the 
adjectives on cards and use colored yarn to "fan" the adjectives around the photo. 
Later, have students use 3 or 4 of the adjectives to write computer papers about Dr. 
King. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 


Hot Off the Press 

Ask students to pretend they lived when Martin Luther King, Jr. did. Assign "reporters" 
to write about events in his life. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day category 
book) particularly useful when writing about Martin Luther King, Jr: 
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Date: February 14 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Valentine's Day?.p. 23 

Lesson Plan: Special Me, Special You.p. 24 

Similes .p. 30 

Celebration Starters for Valentine's Day-p. 31 

Available pictures.p. 33 

Books and Films/Filmstrips for 

Valentine's Day.p. 141 
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Valentine's Day 



What Is 

Valentine's Day? 


Valentine's Day is a holiday honoring friends and people we love. 

Valentine's Day may have its origins in the old Roman celebration called Lupercalia. 
On that day, each young man drew the name of a girl from a box. The couples 
exchanged gifts, and often good friendships or even marriages resulted. 

Later the festival became St. Valentine's Day (or Valentine's Day). No one is sure just 
who St. Valentine was. One story says Valentine was a priest who restored the sight 
of a jailer's blind daughter, and then wrote her a note "From your Valentine." Another 
legend says Valentine secretly performed marriage ceremonies for soldiers despite 
the emperor's order that they remain single. Another story says that Valentine loved 
children and gave them flowers picked from his garden. Later he was imprisoned, but 
the children remembered him and threw flowers and notes of affection over the prison 
walls. 

Many beliefs and customs have surrounded Valentine's Day. One old belief says that 
birds choose their mates on February 14. Once girls pinned leaves to their pillows the 
night before Valentine's Day, hoping it would make them dream of their future 
husbands. Another belief is that the first young man to pass a girl's house on 
Valentine's Day will look like her bridegroom. According to legend, St. Valentine has 
the power to patch up lovers' quarrels. 

Exchanging handmade valentines was a popular 17th-century custom. Commercial 
Valentine's Day cards became popular in the 1800's. Early valentines were often 
painted by hand. Some were decorated with lace, ribbon, dried flowers, or feathers. 
Often they pictured a chubby Cupid aiming arrows at a heart. Later, humorous 
valentines became popular. Sometimes gifts such as flowers or heart-shaped boxes 
of candy are exchanged on Valentine's Day. 

Valentine's Day is celebrated in many parts of the world including the United States, 
Canada, Australia, and Europe. 
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Valentine's Day 



Lesson Plan: 

Special Me, Special You 


First Pay: classroom activity 
(30 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing 
at computers 
(45 minutes) 

Third Day: classroom activity 
(20 minutes) 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Understand and use similes 

Choose descriptive words 

MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

Box containing a roll of tape, a scissors, a red paper 
heart, a red pencil, and a round piece of candy 

Similes (page 30) 

2x2 inch squares of paper (one per student) 

Second Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 

Chalkboard (or chart paper) 

Third Day: 

2x2 inch squares red construction paper (one per 
student) 

Scissors and glue for students 

PREPARATION: First Day: 

Copy page 30 and cut the phrases apart on the 
dotted lines. If desired for easier handling, mount 
the phrases on tagboard. 
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Valentine's Day 



Second Day: 

More Special Days disks are shipped with a fill-in file 
named "VALENTINE" on them. If "VALENTINE" 
has been deleted, use Make Fill-in (<3-Control-F) 
to prepare another (see illustration on page 28), 
and save it on the disk. 


Third Day: 

Print the valentines from the second day. 


Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity) 

1 . Share some Valentine traditions with the class (see page 23). 

2. Say to the students: 

• "I have a box of things you might use on Valentine's Day." 

3. Show students items from the box and discuss how they relate to Valentine's Day: 

red crayon, scissors, tape (might be used to make valentines) 

candy (sweets often given on Valentine's Day) 

red paper heart (a symbol of Valentine’s Day, might be part of a card) 

4. Say to the students: 

• "I also have a stack of cards with phrases on them." 

• "Can you tell me how they are all alike?" (Show several until students are all 

able to recognize the fact that they all contain the words "as_as.”) 

• "Let's see if we can put some of the items from the box together with the words 
on the cards to build sentences." 

5. Put the card which says "is as red as" on the chalkboard ledge. 

6. Ask for a volunteer to look in the box for 2 red items to complete the sentence. 

7. Put the red items in their places on the chalkboard ledge and "read your 
sentence" together. For example: 



The crayon is as red as a valentine heart. 
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Valentine's Day 


8. Place the items back in the box. (They can be reused.) 

9. Repeat the activity with the "is as sticky as" card. 

10. Say to the students: 

• "The words 'as sticky as (object)' are called a simile." 

• "Let's try making some more sentences containing similes." 

11 . Complete the activity using the remaining cards. 

1 2. Say to the students: 

• "We will be making computer valentines using similes." 

• "You will each get to make one." 

• "We need to decide who we'd like to give our valentines to." 

• "What ideas do you have?" 

13. List student suggestions for who should receive the valentines, numbering each 
idea. Your list might include: 

1. family members 

2. school personnel (principal, janitor, librarian, secretary, special area 
teachers, etc.) 

3. each other 

4. people In nursing homes, children's homes, or hospitals 

5. senior citizens 

1 4. Say to the students: 

• "These are all great ideas." 

• "Let's vote to decide which idea to use." 

15. Distribute squares of paper. 

1 6. Say to the students: 

• "Write the number of the idea you like best on your paper." 

• "Fold the paper once, and put it into the ballot box as I bring the box around." 
Note: Empty the box of valentine items, and use it for a ballot box. 
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Valentine's Day 


17. Tally the votes and announce the winning idea. 

18. Make further plans as needed. For example, if you will be giving cards to each 
other, draw names so that each student will receive a card. Or, if you will be giving 
cards to school personnel, decide which students will write to which personnel. 

19. Say to the students: 

• "Valentine's Day is a very good time to remember how special each of us is." 

• "When we write our computer valentines at the computer, we will be writing nice 
things about someone." 

• "The person who gets your valentine will feel very special and happy to read the 
nice things you wrote." 


Second Day (students working at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and the More Special Days disks into the 
students' computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Say to the students: 

• "Today is the day we will write our valentines." 

• "Can you think of some nice words which might describe the person you will be 
writing to?" 

• "Let's list some of these words." 

3. Use the chalkboard or chart paper to list student-suggested words (happy, pretty, 
friendly, helpful, etc.). 

4. Instruct students to select "Load," load the fill-in file named "VALENTINE," select 
"Write," and press GO. 

5. Say to the students: 

• "You will be filling in the spots between the arrows with words or pictures." 

• "There will be some similes in your valentine when you finish." 

• "Listen as I read from the screen, and tell me how many similes there will be." 
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Valentine's Day 


6. Read through the fill-in file, "VALENTINE," using the word "blank" whenever you 
come to a set of arrows. 


j ' ~WL£NTi^.""""1 

You are as 44 “ 
as 44. You are 
as 44® os 44®. 

You are as 44 * 
as 44. 44J 
From 44 * 

Type in «4 , 4". 0 EjJS ES 


7. Ask the students how many similes they found (there are 3), and have a volunteer 
point out the first one ("as 4« as V in the first sentence). 

8. Say to the students: 

• "Between the first set of arrows, put a word from the list we made or a word of 
your own to describe the person you are writing to." 

• "Between the second set of arrows, use a word or a picture to complete your 
simile." 

9. Assist students as needed to complete the first simile. 

10. Instruct students to complete their valentines following these steps: 

• Use pictures and/or words to complete the similes. 

• Type a valentine greeting between the arrows in front of the exclamation point. 
(For example: Please be my valentine! or Happy Valentine's Day!) 

• End the valentine with "From (Name)." 

• Save the valentine on the disk. 
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Valentine's Day 


11. Say to the students: 

• "Read through your valentine one more time to be sure it is ready to send." 

• "Fix any words which you know are not spelled correctly." 

• "When your valentine is all ready, save it on your disk." 

12. Print the valentines using the hearts and flowers border. 


Third Day (classroom activity) 

1 . Distribute students' valentines from the second day. 

2. Instruct students to fold their valentines as shown: 



3. Distribute the 2 x 2 inch red construction paper squares. 

4. Ask students to each: 

• Cut a construction paper heart. 

• Glue the heart in place to seal the valentine. 



• Write the recipient's name on the front. 

5. Deliver the valentines. 
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Valentine's Day 


is as pointed as 
is as sticky as 
is as red as 
is as round as 


is as much fun as 
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Valentine's Day 


Celebration Starters 
for 

Valentine's Day 


These "celebrations starters" are activities which 
can be used either in addition to the lesson plan 
on page 24 or as alternate ideas. 



Be Mine, Dinosaur 

Let students use computers to make valentines for characters from books. Have them 
begin with a line of 4 to 5 pictures across the top of the page. (See page 33 for the 
Valentine's Day pictures available on the disk.) Next, have each student write the 
name of the character, an appropriate valentine greeting for the character, and their 
name. There may be room for another line of pictures across the bottom. 


Valentine for the 
dinosaur of Danny 
and the Dinosaur 
by Syd Hoff: 


Valentine for Morris 
of Morris the Moose 
Goes to School by 
B. Wiseman: 


<^f) y 10 

V 

Dear 


You are a BIO 

hit with me. 

Be 

my flp. 


Tr^crvis 

^f) <^f) 




Display the valentines with the books to promote interest in reading. 
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Valentine's Day 


That's My Valentine 

As a class, talk about words and phrases which describe people. Avoid negative 
words. For example: 


Personality 

happy 

helpful 

friendly 


Physical appearance Abilities 

tall insect expert 

cute great student 

brown eyes softball champ 


Have students each think of a favorite person (not a classmate) and use the computer 
to list 4 words or phrases to describe the person. Instruct students to use a comma 
after each word or phrase and press GO to go to the next line. At the end of the list, the 
person should be identified ("My mom," "My friend, Jill"). Print the valentines using the 
hearts and flowers border. Let students fold and seal their valentines with a sticker or 
pasted-on heart, before delivering them. 




I Like It 

To many children, Valentine’s Day is one of the most important holidays of the year. 
Discuss the things students like about Valentine's Day including Valentine’s Day 
traditions at home and school. Let students write computer papers beginning: 

I like Valentine's Day. I like 
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Valentine's Day 


The papers should list things students like about Valentine's Day. 

s .."j 

fiiki “ 

Valentine s Day. 

I like %, f. 

candy, and YOU. 

■»ii»»tuuiuuHiw<imuawm»iii»iM»iiuii>iiw>tiMiiyiiuiiui»nu»UiuutHiH>iii miiiimim ni Hiininiuu ' 

225 mi 


Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the Valentine's Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Valentine's Day: 
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Susan B. Anthony 
Day 


Date: February 15 

More Special Days Resources: 

What is Susan B. Anthony Day?.p. 35 

Celebration Starters for Susan B. Anthony Day . p. 36 

Available pictures.p. 38 

Susan B. Anthony Dollar.p. 39 

Books for Susan B. Anthony Day.p. 142 
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Susan B. Anthony Day 



What Is 

Susan B. Anthony Day? 


February 15 is set aside in honor of Susan B. Anthony, who was born on that day in 
Massachusetts in 1820. 

Susan B. Anthony’s parents brought her up to be independent and to think for herself. 
Throughout her life, she noticed things she felt were not right. For example, for a time 
she taught school, but her salary was not as large as the salary men were paid for the 
same job. When she attended a temperance meeting to fight against excessive use of 
alcohol, she was told that women should only listen and learn, not speak. She left and 
started her own temperance meetings. She worked for dress reform and was one of 
the first women to wear bloomers. She also fought against slavery. 

However, her main crusade was for the right of women to vote. When she was 
arrested in 1872 for voting, her trial attracted attention across the country. She served 
many years as president of an organization supporting the right of women to vote, and 
at the age of 86, she spoke before Congress asking for a constitutional amendment 
permitting women to vote. Despite all her work, Susan B. Anthony saw very few laws 
changed during her lifetime. However, in 1920, 14 years after her death, the Susan B. 
Anthony Amendment was passed, giving women the right to vote. 

In 1979 Susan B. Anthony became the first woman to be pictured on a United States 
coin. One-dollar coins were minted in her honor. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Susan 8. Anthony Day 


These "celebrations starters" are language 
arts activities which can be used for 
celebrating Susan B. Anthony Day. 


Writings and Rubbings 

Using computers, let students write short papers (about 3 sentences) about Susan B 
Anthony. Print each paper with a "bubble" border. Place a Susan B. Anthony dollar 
directly under one of the larger "bubbles." Let each student use a crayon to make a 
rubbing of the coin. 



Susan B. 
Anthony 

Today is ffs 
blnthday. She 
helped women to 
be able to vote. 
She is on a 
coin. 

By Ngan 



Convince Me 

Discuss Susan B. Anthony's plea to Congress for a constitutional amendment 
permitting women to vote. What do you think she said? What would you say? Let 
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Susan B. Anthony Day 


students work at computers to write short speeches. Let some or all of the students 
make Susan B. Anthony paper dolls from copies of page 34. Display the dolls and 
speeches together. 

Great Women 

Talk about Susan B. Anthony's contributions to the world. Begin a project on famous 
women in history by dividing the class into pairs and having each pair read about a 
famous woman. Have each pair write a computer paper introducing their famous 
woman to the class. You may want to start this project a month before Susan B. 
Anthony Day because March is National Women's History Month. The completed 
papers could be shared on Susan B. Anthony Day. This list of famous women can get 
you started (see "women" in your library's card catalog for more): 

Marian Anderson (1902- ) - 

famous black opera and concert singer 

Clara Barton (1821-1912)- 

founded American Red Cross 

Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910) - 

first woman to graduate from medical school to become a doctor 

Rachel Carson (1907-1964) - 

scientist and writer who aroused concern about the environment 
Mary Cassatt (1845-1926)- 

Impresslonist painter who often painted mothers and children 
Amelia Earhart (1898-1937) - 

first woman pilot to fly solo across the U.S. and across the Atlantic 

Helen Keller (1880-1968) - 

example and spokeswoman for the blind and deaf 

Annie Oakley (1860-1926) - 
famous sharpshooter 

Pocahontas (15957-1617) - 

famous Indian princess 

Sally Ride (1951- )- 

first American woman in space 

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) - 

known for her work of helping underprivileged people of all nations 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902)- 

worked for women's right to vote 

Harriet Tubman (18207-1913)- 

led the escape of slaves through the underground railroad 
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Susan B. Anthony Day 


Susan B. Anthony Dollars 

Let students make Susan B. Anthony coins. Copies of page 39 can be used to make 
the front side of the coins. On the back of the coins, have students write Susan B. 
Anthony's name at the top. Help the class think of words to remind them of Susan B. 
Anthony (women, vote, February 15, leader, equal, bloomers, thinker, rights, etc.). Ask 
students to each choose 4 of the words to list on their coins under Susan B. Anthony's 
name. At computers, have students use their 4 words in sentences about Susan B. 
Anthony. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the Susan B. Anthony Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Susan B. Anthony Day: 



-Anthony, Susan B. 



-woman 



-woman 
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Susan B. Anthony Day 


Susan B. Anthony Dollar 





>tKJ(32® 

«W7X7iYVnO 
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1. Finish Susan B. Anthony's head and collar. 

2. Write LIBERTY at the top. 


3. Write 1979 at the bottom. 


4. Draw stars along the sides. 

5. Cut out your coin. 
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St. Patrick's Day 


Date: March 17 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is St. Patrick's Day?.p. 41 

Lesson Plan: Green Guys.p. 42 

Picture Album.p. 48 

Celebration Starters for St. Patrick's Day ... p. 49 
Available pictures.p. 50 

Books for St. Patrick's Day.p. 142 















St. Patrick's Day 



This holiday is in honor of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. In Ireland, St. 

Patrick's Day is a national holiday, but it is celebrated elsewhere as well by many 
people, both Irish and non-Irish. St. Patrick, born during the days of the Roman Empire 
in about 389, was captured as a teen by Irish pirates who took him to Ireland and sold 
him into slavery. He was able to escape to Europe where he studied religion, 
returning later to teach the people of Ireland about the God he believed in. He was 
responsible for educating many people, thereby keeping learning alive during this 
time when most of Europe was being conquered by savage tribes. St. Patrick became 
famous, and there are many legends about him. For example, it is said that he drove 
the snakes out of Ireland, leaving Ireland free of snakes to this day. 

St. Patrick's Day is celebrated with churchgoing, parades, dinners, Irish songs, jigs, 
and GREEN. Many people, especially if they are Irish, wear something green and 
perhaps pin on a sprig of green shamrock, a small clover-like plant. The route of New 
York City's big St. Patrick's Day Parade used to be marked by a green line painted 
down the middle of 5th Avenue. Green may be associated with St. Patrick's Day 
because Ireland is called the Emerald Isle. Or, the association may stem from the fact 
that long ago the Irish burned green leaves and branches each spring and spread the 
ashes as fertilizer to make their fields green. 

Another symbol of St. Patrick's Day is the leprechaun, a tiny shoemaker with a beard, 
green suit, and green cap. The leprechaun is usually portrayed as rich and 
bad-tempered. It is said that a leprechaun can sometimes be caught, but will 
disappear in a moment if the captor glances away. 
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St. Patrick’s Day 


Tap. tap. tap. A 
little J* sits at 
the base of a 
working on 
a new pair of 
tiny fcfc. Ho 
wears a green 
coat and an 
elf-like It 

is said tHat He 


o 


has lo *s of |V 
ond a v ei ~ y bQd 
terpen. If you 

tr, y. you MIGHT 
able to 

capture him. but 

» d, sappoan 
f bo instant y ou 
tQko your * * 

°*T Him. 


Lesson Plan: 
Green Guys 


First Day: classroom activity 
(45 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing at 
computers 
(30 minutes) 

Third Day: students reading and 

making corrections at computers 
(45 minutes) 


y 

o c 





LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Examine and write interesting sentences 

Evaluate writing: interest, clarity 
Proofread: punctuation, capitalization, spelling 

MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

Large calendar 
Green marker 
Chalkboard 

Crayons or markers for students 
Student sheet: Picture Album (page 48) 
Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
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St. Patrick's Day 


PREPARATION: 



Second Day: 

Student sheets from the first day 
Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 

Third Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Student sheets from the first day 
Paper punch 
Paper fasteners 

Supplies for party planner in Step 6 (page 44) 

First Day: 

More Special Days disks are shipped with files 
named "LEPRECHAUN 1" and "LEPRECHAUN 
2" on them. If these files have been deleted, 
use Make Fill-in to prepare new ones and save 
them on disk. (See illustration, page 42. The 
first 2 pages are "LEPRECHAUN 1." The third 
page is "LEPRECHAUN 2.") 

Print out a copy of "LEPRECHAUN 1" and of 

"LEPRECHAUN 2," using the hearts and flowers 
border. 


Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity): 

1 . Circle March 17 on the calendar using a green marker. 

2. Ask the students: 

• "What holiday is on March 17?" (St. Patrick's Day) 

• "Do you know who St. Patrick was?" 

3. Listen to student responses, and then give them additional information about St. 
Patrick (see page 41). 

4. Ask the students: 

• "What are some special things people do to celebrate St. Patrick's Day?" 

5. Listen to student responses, giving additional information when appropriate (see 
page 41). 
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St. Patrick's Day 


6. Discuss celebrating St. Patrick's Day with a class "green" party. Plans might 
include: 

green snacks (lime-flavored gelatin, green punch, cookies or cake made with green food 
coloring in the dough, green fruits or vegetables, green dip) 

green balloons, green crepe paper, and green shamrock decorations 

a green costume contest 

a green sack lunch contest 

7. Say to the students: 

• "A leprechaun is often used as a symbol of St. Patrick's Day." 

• "What is a leprechaun?" 

8. Read the printout about the leprechaun ("LEPRECHAUN 1" and 
"LEPRECHAUN 2") letting students "read" the pictures as you come to them. 

Note: The reason the paper is divided into 2 files is to allow space for students to 
add their ideas without reaching the file length limit. 

9. Explain to the students that they will get a chance later to finish the paper by 
making up the part about the leprechaun's pet. 

10. Say to the students: 

• "I am going to read part of the paper again." 

• "Raise your hand when you hear a sentence which tells what kind of a job the 
leprechaun has." 

11 . Reread the first part of the paper. (The second sentence gives clues to tell that 
the leprechaun makes shoes.) 

12. Ask the students: 

• "Why didn’t the writer just say, 'a leprechaun makes shoes'?" (It's boring. 

It doesn't make as good a picture in your mind.) 

13. Write on the chalkboard: 

I blew out the candle. 

1 4. Say to the students: 

• "Who has an idea for writing this idea in a more interesting way, a way that 
would make a picture in your mind?" 
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St. Patrick's Day 


1 5. Write several student ideas on the chalkboard. (For example, "I took a deep 
breath, leaned close to the candle, and puffed out the flame.") 

16. Say to the students: 

• "You are sounding more interesting already!" 

• "When we write about the Leprechaun's pet, we will try to make interesting 
sentences." 

• "For now, let's do some thinking about what kind Of pet the Leprechaun might 
have." 

17. Ask students to close their eyes and relax. 

18. Say to the students: 

• "Imagine the leprechaun's pet. It might be a real creature or one you invent." 

• "Picture what it looks like." 

• "Picture it in color." 

• "How big is it?" 

• "What does it eat?" 

• "Where does it live?" 

• "Does it help the leprechaun? How?" 

• "Does it cause problems for the leprechaun? How?" 

19. Ask the students to open their eyes. 

20. Distribute crayons or markers and the student sheets ( Picture Album). 

21. Instruct students to complete their student sheets by drawing the leprechaun’s 
pet. 

22. Collect the student sheets for use on the second day. 

Note: If desired, Steps 17-22 can be done at a second session. 

Second Day (students writing at computers): 

1. Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days, continuing until the 
Main Menu is displayed. 
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St. Patrick's Day 


2. Distribute the Picture Album student sheets from the first day. 

3. Reread the computer printout about the leprechaun. (Use your printout from the 
first day. Or, load "LEPRECHAUN 1" and read from the screen. Repeat with 
"LEPRECHAUN 2.") 

4. Say to the students: 

• "Today you will be finishing the paper by writing about the leprechaun’s pet." 

• "Using your drawing for ideas, write about what the pet looks like." 

• "You might also want to tell what the pet eats or where it lives." 

• "If the pet helps the leprechaun or causes him problems, tell about that." 

5. Assist the students as needed to select "Load" and load "LEPRECHAUN 2." 
("LEPRECHAUN 1" will remain as is.) 

6. Tell students to begin their writing by completing the sentence already on the 
disk. 

7. Remind the students to use interesting sentences like those you practiced 
together on the first day. 

8. Provide time for students to write at computers, assisting as needed. 

9. Instruct students to end their papers with "By (Name)" and to save them on their 
disks. 

Third Day (students reading and making corrections at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into the computers, 
continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Assign a partner to each student. 

3. Say to the students: 

• "Today you will be reading your partner’s paper." 

• "You will be looking for a couple of different things." 

• "First, look for the most interesting sentence.” 

4. Assist students as needed to select "Load" and load "LEPRECHAUN 2." 
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St. Patrick’s Day 


5. Allow time for students to read their partner's paper, looking for interesting 
sentences. 

6. Say to the students: 

• "Tell your partner which sentence you think is most interesting and why." 

7. Allow time for partners to share with each other. 

8. Read some of the sentences to the entire class, and have students tell why they 
like the sentences. 

9. Say to the students: 

• "Look through your partner's paper again." 

• "If something is not clear to you, help your partner to reword it." 

10. Assist students as needed to make corrections. 

11 . Say to the students: 

• "Now check your own paper to be sure each sentence starts with an uppercase 
letter and ends with the correct ending mark." 

• "Look for words which you think are not spelled correctly. Correct them if you 
can, or ask me for the correct spelling." 

12. Allow time for proofreading. 

13. Remind students to save their papers when their changes are complete. 

14. Print both "LEPRECHAUN 1" and "LEPRECHAUN 2" using the hearts and flowers 
border. 

Note: If you prefer, "LEPRECHAUN 1" can be printed just once. Use a copier to 
make copies for all of the students. 

15. Punch holes and use paper fasteners to attach the papers to the Picture Album 
student sheets. 

16. Give students an opportunity to share their drawings and papers at the St. 

Patrick's Day party. 
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St. Patrick's Day 



Celebration Starters 
for 

St. Patrick's Day 

These "celebration starters" are activities 
which can be used either in addition to the 
lesson plan on page 42 or as alternate ideas. 


Look Away 

Talk about St. Patrick's Day and the leprechaun. Relate the legend that if you catch a 
leprechaun but take your eyes off him for even a second, he will disappear. Let each 
student write a computer story about catching a leprechaun. What initiated the search 
for a leprechaun? How was he caught? What made the captor lose sight of him? 


Tiny Folk 

Read books and/or watch videos of stories which have leprechauns or other tiny 
characters. For example: 


The Borrowers, Mary Norton 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl 

The Elves and the Shoemaker, The Brothers Grimm 

Tom Thumb, The Brothers Grimm 

Thumbellna, Hans Christian Andersen 

The Wizard of Oz, Lyman Frank Baum 

Have the students imagine themselves tiny. Let them make dioramas by painting a 
background scene on the inside of a shoe box and adding clay characters of their tiny 
selves in the foreground. 



Have students write computer stories about their adventures as tiny people in the big 
world. Display the papers with the dioramas. 

Green, Green 

View the film or share the book Hailstones and Halibut Bones by Mary O'Neill. 

Discuss the idea that a color can evoke emotions, moods, and visual images. 
Brainstorm about the color green, listing the words which come to mind. Include some 
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of these words: shamrock, leprechaun, St. Patrick's Day, Emerald Isle. Have students 
write computer papers using the sentence starter, "Green is" to begin each line. Each 
line should be completed with a word or phrase brought to mind by the word green. 



Well, What Do You Know! 

Collect research materials such as books about St. Patrick's Day, a dictionary, the S 
volume of an encyclopedia (Shamrock, St. Patrick's Day, St. Patrick), a copy of page 
41 from this manual, and maps of Ireland and the Roman Empire. Display them all on 
a table covered with a green cloth or paper. Tell the students that together you and the 
class are going to find out what you can about St. Patrick's Day. Begin by using a 
green marker and chart paper to list facts the students already know. Use the research 
material to add to the list. Decide how to organize the facts and which facts to include 
in a paper about St. Patrick's Day. Write the paper together at a computer. 

Remember, if your paper is longer than 3 pages, just begin another file and print the 2 
files one after the other. If you print with the "plain border," students can decorate the 
border with shamrocks. Invite another class to a "green party." Have green treats, 
green decorations, and a contest for the craziest green outfit. Share your research 
paper about St. Patrick's Day at the party. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the St. Patrick's Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about St. Patrick's Day: 


-leprechaun 

-shoe 

-shamrock 

-snake 
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Passover 


Date: March or April (15th day of the Hebrew month Nisan) 


More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Passover?.p. 52 

An Only Kid.p. 53 
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Passover 



Passover is one of the most important Jewish holidays. It celebrates the escape of the 
Jewish people from slavery in Egypt. The Bible tells that God brought a series of 
plagues upon Egypt in order to persuade the Egyptian Pharaoh to free the Jewish 
people. In the last plague, a destroying angel killed the first-born male of every 
Egyptian family but "passed over" the Jewish homes. 

Passover lasts one week and begins with a festive meal called the Seder (SAY der). 
The table is set with the family's best tablecloth, dishes, candlesticks, and silver. At 
the Seder, symbolic foods are eaten. For example, haroset (a mixture of wine, apples, 
cinnamon, and nuts) is a reminder of the clay mixture used by the Jewish slaves to 
make bricks. Matzo (MAHT sah),* a bread made without yeast, reminds everyone that 
the Jewish people had to flee in such haste that their bread could not rise. 

Songs, prayers, stories, and children's activities are a part of the celebration. One 
favorite song is called "An Only Kid." It is a repetitive folk song in which things don't go 
well for the kid (baby goat) until at the end when the Holy One appears. The song 
teaches that God will one day do away with the evil in the world. One version of the 
song, suitable for a choral reading, is on the following page. 


* Also matsah. Plural: matzot, matzoth, or matzos. 
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An Only Kid 

(a folk song) 


Passover 


An only kid! 

An only kid! 

My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the cat 
And ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the dog 
And bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the stick 
And beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the fire 
And burned the stick 
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the water 
And put out the fire 
That burned the stick 
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 


Then came the ox 
And drank the water 
That put out the fire 
That burned the stick 
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the butcher 
And killed the ox 
That drank the water 
That put out the fire 
That burned the stick 
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came death's angel 
And killed the butcher 
That killed the ox 
That drank the water 
That put out the fire 
That burned the stick 
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 

Then came the Holy One, 
And removed death's angel 
That killed the butcher 
That killed the ox 
That drank the water 
That put out the fire 
That burned the stick 
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat 
That ate the kid 
My father bought 
For two coins. 

An only kid! An only kid! 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Passover 


These "celebration starters" are 
language arts activities which can 
be used for celebrating Passover. 


Say That Again 

Discuss Passover activities including the singing of songs. Read some or all of the 
following, each of which uses a similar type of repetition: 

An Only Kid (page 53) 

The House that Jack Built, Paul Galdone (McGraw, 1961) 

The Jacket I Wear In the Snow, Shirley Neltzel and Nancy Winslow 
Parker (Greenwillow Books, 1989) 

Study the repetition pattern and try a choral reading of one of the pieces. As a class, 
work at a computer to write a class poem following the same pattern. You may want to 
give the class a line to start with. For example: 

This Is the school I go to. 

For the next line, repeat the first line, inserting a phrase after "is." For example: 

This is the desk that sits In the school I go to. 

For the next line, repeat the previous line, inserting another phrase after "is." For 
example: 

This Is the pen that goes In the desk that sits in the school I go to. 

Following this pattern, students may add as many lines as desired. 

Flight! 

Discuss the story of Passover and the hurried flight of the Jewish people out of Egypt. 

If possible, invite a member of a refugee family living in your area to come to your class 
and share a personal story of flight. Ask students to pretend they must quickly flee 
from their homes. What would they take? What would they dislike leaving behind? 
How would they feel? Have students write computer papers about their flights. 


54 





Passover 


Yum-m-m 

Sample matzo and/or other foods traditionally served at the Seder. Discuss why these 
foods are a part of the celebration of Passover. Ask students to think about foods their 
families enjoy and why. Perhaps favorite recipes have been handed down through 
their families. Certain dishes may be specialties of the geographical area. Some 
families may have their own traditions such as Sunday night popcorn. Foods such as 
hot cross buns at Easter or star-shaped cookies for Christmas have symbolism 
important to individuals. 

Ask students to each write a computer paper about a food their family enjoys and why 
it is special. The papers might begin with descriptions of sights, sounds, and/or smells 
associated with the food. 

Candle Talk 

Read about Passover and the Seder (see book list, page 142). Ask students to 
pretend a candle on the Seder table can talk. How would it describe the festivities? 
Have students use computers to write what the candle would say. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and the Passover category book) particularly 
useful when writing about Passover: 



-candle 


-matzot 




-Star of David 
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Children's Day 


Date: May 5 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Children's Day?.p. 57 

Celebration Starters for Children's Day_p. 59 

Available Pictures.p. 61 

Books and Films/Filmstrips for 

Children's Day/Kites' Day.p. 143 



^SUfBlRST 

COMMUNICATIONS 


© 1990 


56 







Children's Day 



Children's Day is one of the many kite-flying celebrations around the world. It seems 
that kites have fascinated people for thousands of years. They were probably invented 
by the Greeks or the Chinese between 400 and 200 B.C. Kite celebrations are special 
days for children and always include some kind of kite-flying display or contest. Kite 
celebrations, their dates, and their names vary from one place to another. Some of 
these celebrations are described below, beginning with Children's Day. 

Children's Day 

This kite celebration in Japan was once known as Boys' Day. A carp kite was flown on 
a tall bamboo pole for each boy in the family. The carp is thought of as a symbol of 
courage, strength, and determination because of the way it swims upstream. Carp 
kites flying in the breeze from bamboo poles with their wide-open mouths remind one 
of carp as they swim. Today in Japan, this day is called Children's Day or Feast of 
Flags and is celebrated on May 5. Red and blue fish-shaped flags are still flown. 
Children may go to Shinto shrines to be blessed and given good wishes by the priests 
who wave white paper streamers over their heads. 

Korea also celebrates Children's Day on May 5. It is a national holiday filled with 
family activities. 

Kites’ Day 

In China, Kites' Day is celebrated on the ninth day of the ninth month. There is a 
legend that long ago a father was prewarned in a dream that a misfortune would occur 
at his home on a certain day. When the day arrived, the father took his family away 
from their home to a hilltop to fly kites. The family returned in the evening to find their 
home destroyed and their animals buried in the debris. 

Today in China, thousands of kites of all kinds are flown on Kites' Day. There are kites 
shaped like dragons, fish, birds, and butterflies. People remember the story of the 
family that long ago was saved from evil while flying kites. They hope the kites they 
are flying will float away any evils which might be lurking in their futures. 


57 



Children's Day 


Other Kite-Flying Events 

Many countries conduct kite competitions. At Indonesia’s September 20 competition, 
the lines of some kites are coated with cut glass because the object is to cut loose the 
kites of other competitors. About 10 children launch their kites at the same time. As 
the lines cross, strings are cut and kites begin to break free and disappear until only 
the winning kite remains. 

Another big kite competition is held in Singapore on January 19. Competitors make 
imaginative kites including long multi-piece dragon kites and ship kites with many 
sails. The scoring is based on the kite's design, its performance, the launching and 
retrieving speed, and accuracy in touching an air-borne target. 

There are many kite competitions organized by communities in the United States. 
Kites may be judged in categories such as kites with/without tails, kites over/under 3 
feet, and box kites/other kites. There may be awards for originality, best design, and 
craftsmanship. Smaller children often take part in their own division. 

A few basic kite designs are illustrated here: 



bow kite 


box kite 




4-stick kite 


butterfly kite 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Children's Day 

These "celebration starters" are 
language arts activities which can be 
used for celebrating Children's Day. 


Symbols and Kites . h r i ass T a ||< about Children's 
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Children's Day 


To Be a Kite 

Talk about what fun it would be to fly in the breeze above the world like a kite. Have 
students write poems at the computer. The first verse can question a kite about its 
flight, how it feels, and what it sees. The second verse can answer the questions as a 
kite might answer them. 



Kite Power 

Kites have had many interesting uses. For example, a kite was used to carry a line to 
begin the building of the suspension bridge at Niagara Falls. Do research on the 
many ways kites have been used over the years (see book list on page 143 and/or 
"kite" in the World Book Encyclopedia). At a computer, work as a class to compile a list 
of ways kites have been used. You and your students may be surprised at how long a 
list you can make! 

Fly Safe 

Talk about Children's Day, and take the opportunity to discuss kite safety rules such 
as: 

Avoid electric wires 

Don't fly kites in thunderstorms 

Do not use wire or metal in kite construction 

Take care in retrieving kites 

Avoid traffic 

Avoid airports 

Let students make kite safety posters at the computer. Space can be left for 
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illustrations if desired: 


DON'T BE 
SHOCKED I! 



Fly fan From 
oloctnlc wines. 


Flight of the Kite 

Discuss different types of kites and the various kite celebrations around the world. At a 
computer, begin a story about a kite: 

The small boy carefully adjusted my tail. 

Ask students to brainstorm ideas about where the kite and the boy are, what they look 
like, whether or not the kite is part of a competition, how the kite will go up, what the 
kite will "see," what the trip will be like, and what will happen to the kite. Leave the 
computer set up and provide time for each student to add one line to the story, using 
the brainstormed ideas and/or other ideas. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and the Children’s Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Children's Day: 




fprb -° lrl 



-kite (bow) 



-boy 




-kite (box) 
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Buddha Day 



Buddha Day (also called Vesak or Purnima) is celebrated by Buddhists on the date the 
full moon occurs in May. The date coincides with the Buddha’s birthday, day of 
enlightenment, and death. 

The word "buddha" means to be wise or enlightened and is the title given to a man 
named Siddhartha Guatama, who lived over 2500 years ago and founded the 
Buddhist religion. Guatama was a prince from India. When he grew up, he gave up 
his life of luxury to begin a search for the solution to the problems of sorrow and 
suffering. He tried yoga, fasting, living as a hermit, and finally, sitting under a Bo tree 
until his solution came to him. Guatama came to believe that evil comes from evil 
desire and, therefore, one must destroy one’s evil desires. After this enlightenment, he 
devoted himself to wandering through India teaching people to reject the desire for 
pleasure and worldly things and to practice kindness, unselfishness, self-control, 
gentleness, mercy, and love. He taught that by doing this, one could achieve nirvana, 
a peaceful quality of mind. Buddhism spread until today there are millions of 
Buddhists in the world. It is difficult to make an accurate estimate because Buddhism 
has many sects, and many religions are a combination of Buddhism and one of the 
other Eastern religions. 

There is much symbolism involved in the Buddhist religion. The lotus blossom, for 
example, is seen as a symbol of the Buddha's purity. Although the lotus grows in a 
swamp, it is clean and perfect, seemingly unaffected by its surroundings. The lotus 
also suggests the search of humans for knowledge because its roots are in the mud 
but its face is turned toward the sun. Meditation, story, and haiku are often seen by 
Buddhists as ways to free the mind from worldliness. 

Buddha Day is a happy occasion. People prepare during the day by cleaning their 
homes, hanging flower garlands, cleaning the temple, and dusting off books and 
statues of the Buddha. 

A big statue of the Buddha is put on a platform outside the temple. At dark, people 
gather with candles or small oil lamps and move around the statue to encircle it with 
light and to sprinkle scented water on it. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Buddha Day 

These "celebration starters" are 
language arts activities which can be 
used for celebrating Buddha Day. 


Word Pictures 

Talk about Buddha Day, haiku poetry, and the idea that in Buddhism, haiku is 
sometimes seen as a way to free the mind of worldliness. Read some haiku poetry 
(see book list, page 143). As a class, list typical characteristics of haiku. Your list 
might include: 


• about nature 

• paints a simple picture 

• covers only a moment in time 

• short (typically about 3 lines, and 17 syllables) 

• first line may tell "where," the second line "what," the third line "when" 

Ask students to each mentally picture a "haiku moment" and then to write a haiku 
poem about it at the computer. 

Blossoming Thoughts 

Discuss Buddha Day and the use of the lotus blossom as a symbol in the Buddhist 
religion. Ask students if they know your state's flower (see an encyclopedia) or the 
flower of the month they were born (see list below). 


Month 

Flower 

January 

Carnation 

February 

Violet 

March 

Jonquil 

April 

Sweet Pea 

May 

Lily of the Valley 

June 

Rose 

July 

Delphinium 

August 

Gladioli 

September 

Aster 

October 

Marigold 

November 

Chrysanthemum 

December 

Daffodil 


Have students find out all they can about their own "birth flowers." Information can be 
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gathered from encyclopedias, flower books, seed catalogs, and local nurseries. At 
computers, have students name and describe their flowers, tell interesting facts about 
them, and tell why or why not they think the flower is a good symbol for their birth 
month. Print the papers with the hearts and flowers border, and display all the papers 
with a drawing, photo, or seed packet of the flower for that month. 



Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the Buddha Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Buddha Day. 



-candle 



-flower (lotus) 
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Mother's Day 

Date: Second Sunday in May 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Mother's Day?. 

Lesson Plan: Mmm, My Mom. 

Celebration Starters for Mother's Day 
Available pictures. 


Books for Mother's Day 










Mother's Day 



What Is Mother's Day? 


Each year in May, a special day called Mother’s Day is set aside to honor mothers. 

The idea of a day for mothers may have come from ancient celebrations honoring 
mother-goddesses who were believed to be the powerful mothers of all the gods. 

Later as Christianity spread throughout Europe, the "mother church" was honored. 
During the middle ages, children who left home to work as apprentices or servants 
were given one holiday a year on which they went home to see their mothers and to 
attend their mother church. Children often gave flowers to their mothers and/or left 
gifts on the church altar. This holiday on the fourth Sunday in Lent was called 
Mothering Sunday. 

As America became settled, the observation of Mothering Sunday faded out. Anna 
Jarvis is credited with reviving the idea of a day for honoring mothers. As a girl, Anna 
had often heard her mother say she wished someone would found a Mother's Day. 
When her mother died, Anna worked to make her mother's wish come true. She first 
persuaded her hometown (Grafton, West Virginia) and then Philadelphia to adopt the 
idea of a Mother's Day. She suggested that people wear carnations, her own mother's 
favorite flower, on the day. Eventually, she gave up her job to write letters, travel, and 
give speeches in support of a Mother's Day. She began to receive so much mail, she 
had to buy the house next door to hold it all! Finally in 1914, President Woodrow 
Wilson signed a proclamation designating the second Sunday in May as Mother's 
Day. Today, Mother's Day is celebrated in many, many countries including Canada, 
Australia, and much of Europe. 

On Mother's Day, children may present their mothers with breakfast in bed and gifts, 
cards, or flowers. The day often includes church services and dinner at a restaurant. 
People frequently wear flowers on Mother’s Day. Traditionally, a red rose or a pink 
carnation is worn if one’s mother is living, white if one's mother has died. 
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Lesson Plan: 
Mmm, My Mom 


First Day: computer demonstration 
(20 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing at 
computers 
(30 minutes) 

Third Day: computer demonstration 
(20 minutes) 

Fourth Day: students making additions 
and corrections at computers 
(30 minutes) 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Select and use appropriate adjectives 

Describe perceptions clearly 
Build vocabulary 

MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 

Second Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Chalkboard (or chart paper) 

Third Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Specials Days disks with "MMM MY MOM" 
file from the first day 

Fourth Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Large (approximately 4x9 1/2 inch) business 
envelopes (1 per student) 

Stickers (1 per student) 
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Lesson Plan 

First Day (computer demonstration): 

1 . Explain to the class some of the history of Mother's Day (see page 67). 

2. Say to the students: 

• "Some mothers are mothers because a baby was born to them." 

• "Some mothers are mothers because they decided to adopt a child." 

• "Sometimes there are other people who act as mothers. For example, 
sometimes a grandmother, father, or other adult loves and takes care of a 
child in the place of a mother." 

• "All of these very special people can be honored on Mother's Day." 

3. Tell students that they will be writing a computer paper about their mothers (or the 
special people who act as their mothers). 

4. Demonstrate by using More Special Days to write a paper called 

"MMM MY MOM" about your own mother. (If your mother is no longer living, the 
paper can be written in past tense.) For now, leave out most adjectives. For 
example: 

I MMM MY MOM i 

My mother is 
pretty. She has 
grey hair. She 
is a nice lady. 

She bakes 
cookies for me. 

By Mrs. Wood 
as H5 

5. Save your paper on your disk for use on the third day. 
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Second Day (students writing at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into students’ 
computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Write on the chalkboard/chart paper: 

MMM MY MOM 

3. Instruct students to select "New" and name their papers "MMM MY MOM." 

4. Remind students that today they will be writing papers about their mothers or the 

special people who act as mothers to them. (In the latter case, the paper might 
begin "_is like a mother to me.") 

5. Assist students as needed to write their papers and save them on their disks. 

6. Say to the students: 

• "We won’t be printing our papers until we check them carefully and add 
some 'sprinkles.'" 

7. Respond to questions about "sprinkles" by saying: 

• "All I can tell you right now is that the very last sprinkle will be a sticker." 

• "You will have to wait until tomorrow to find out more." 

Third Day (computer demonstration): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into a computer. 

2. Select "New" to begin a paper named "SPRINKLES." 

3. Say to the students: 

• "Today I am going to tell you more about sprinkles." 

4. Type the following at the computer, substituting the name of a boy in your class: 

David Is a boy. 

5. Explain that you will sprinkle the sentence with love by adding some words 
called adjectives to the sentence. 
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6. Insert 2 adjectives to describe David. For example: 

David is a friendly, artistic boy. 

7. Point out the need for a comma in the sentence. 

8. Continue by writing a sentence for each child in your class, letting students 
contribute words to sprinkle each sentence with love. (If your class is large, you 
may want to do just part of the sentences now and let interested students complete 
the activity during free time.) 

9. Load your "MMM MY MOM" paper. 

10. Read it to the class. 

11 . Tell students that you will be adding "sprinkles" to make your paper better. 

12. Insert adjectives into your paper. For example: 

T MMM MY MOM I 

My mother is 
tall, thin, and 
pretty. She has 
short, curly, 
grey hair. She 
is a nice, 
cheerful lady. 

She bakes the 
world’s best 
cookies for me. 

By Mrs. Wood 

& IS SB 

13. Read the paper again. 

14. Ask the students: 

• "How did adding adjectives improve my paper?" (gave more information, 
painted a better picture, etc.) 
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15. Tell students that they will get a chance to add "sprinkles" to their papers later. 


Fourth Day (students making additions and corrections at computers): 


1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into students' 
computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Assist students as needed to: 


• Use the Insert Cursor to insert "sprinkles” into their writing. (Some students may 
have only 1 or 2 places to add adjectives. If desired, they can add an entire 
sentence with a series of adjectives.) 

• Read for clarity, and correct mistakes. 


3. 

4. 


• Look for and correct spelling and punctuation errors. 

• Save their papers. 

Print the papers using the hearts and flowers border. 

Show students how to fold their papers to fit their envelopes: 






5. Insert the papers properly and seal. 



6. Instruct students to write "Mmm, My Mom" (or other appropriate phrase) on the 
front. 

7. Add the last "sprinkle," a sticker placed on the envelope in place of a stamp. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Mother's Day 


These "celebration starters" are activities 
which can be used either in addition to the 
lesson plan on page 68 or as alternate ideas. 


Only the Best 

Ask students to think of the 4 best things about their mothers (or other favorite adult). 
Distribute an 8 1/2 x 11 piece of paper to each student. Have students fold the papers 
into quarters and use each quarter to jot down a few words to remind them of the 4 
things. Now have them decide which of the 4 things is the very best. Have them put a 
star by the very best thing. Take the papers to the computer lab where students can 
follow this pattern to write about their moms: 

My mom_,_, and_. 

But the very best thing about my mom is_. 

The papers can become Mother's Day cards. 

Back Then 

Tell students they will be writing computer papers describing their moms (or other 
favorite adult). However, the papers must describe what their moms were like as 
children. As a class, use a computer to list things students want to find out about their 
mothers' childhood years. The list might include things such as: 

color of hair 
tall or short 
thin or chubby 
kind of clothes 
pets 

toys liked 
games liked 
TV shows liked 
chores 
allowance 

what school was like 
favorite memory 
mischievousness 
fears 

favorite activity 
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Print the list and make copies for the students to use in interviewing their moms. Let 
students write at computers about their moms, using the information gathered (or their 
favorite pieces of the information). 

She Is, She Isn't 

Prepare the following fill-in paper: 

My mom is not 
but she is 

My mom is not + +, 
but she is 
My mom is not 
but she is 
I V my mom! 

Let students work at computers to complete the sentences. The last set of arrows is for 
the student's name. 


f* 

> ★ ★ ★ ★ 


★ 

My mom is not 

★ 

★ 

skinny, but she 

★ 

★ 

is not TOO fat. 

My mom is not a 

★ 

★ 

good fixer. 

★ 

★ 

but she is good 
at *2^. My mom 

★ 

★ 

is not a but 

★ 

★ 

she is a . I 

^ my mom! Rob 

★ 

★ 

★ 


★ ★ ★ ★ ' 



My Gift 

Brainstorm together to think of gifts moms like which cost no money. Let students use 
computers to list some gifts they'd like to give to their moms (or other favorite adult). 
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Mother's Day 


The gifts can be cut into "tickets" and stapled together for mothers to tear off and 
redeem as desired. 


FOR MOM 
Love. Ryan 

Water 

Put away 

Read together' 

Brush 


I FOR MOM 

| Love. Ryan 


Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the Mother's Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Mother's Day: 




-heart 


-woman 








Date: July 4 


More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Independence Day?.p. 77 

An excerpt from the Declaration 

of Independence.p. 78 

Celebration Starters for Independence Day. p. 79 

Available pictures.p. 82 

Colonial Clothes.p. 83 

Books for Independence Day.p. 144 
















Independence Day 



What Is Independence Day? 


Independence Day on July 4 might be thought of as a birthday party for the United 
States. It was on that date in 1776 that the American colonies adopted the Declaration 
of Independence declaring themselves independent from England. The colonists 
wanted independence because they felt England imposed unfair rules. For example, 
the colonists were allowed to sell only to the British, and they were forced to import 
manufactured goods from England. England passed laws to keep colonists from 
moving west because they felt protection from the Indians in the West would be too 
costly. Also, taxes were levied without the consent of the colonists and, on top of that, 
the colonists were required to feed and shelter the British troops sent to enforce the tax 
laws. In short, the colonists felt their rights were being ignored. The Declaration of 
Independence was drafted by Thomas Jefferson in defense of the colonists' rights. An 
excerpt from the Declaration of Independence is printed on page 78. 


When the Declaration of Independence was read to the public, the Liberty Bell and 
church bells were rung. The Revolutionary War still had to be won, but the colonists 
had officially declared themselves independent. The next year in Philadelphia, July 4 
was celebrated with bells, cannons, parades, bonfires, fireworks, and candles in 
windows. By the 1800's, the day was celebrated in many places all across the U.S.A. 
Today traditional celebrations including picnics, parades, and fireworks occur 
alongside more unusual celebrations such as kayak races in Alaska, a fire engine 
water-squirting contest in Rhode Island, and a Native American pow wow in Arizona. 

Canada Day 

Many other countries set aside days to celebrate their independence. On July 1, 
Canada celebrates Canada Day, formerly known as Dominion Day. This day 
commemorates the passage in 1867 of the British North American Act which 
established the Dominion of Canada, thereby bringing a new nation into existence. 
Canada remained a dominion until 1982 when Canadian legislation no longer had to 
pass through the British Parliament and the country became completely independent. 
Canada Day is celebrated with sports, games, parades, picnics, and flag-flying. At 
Canada's centennial celebration, a new flag was flown. Canada’s new flag has a red 
stripe at each end and a white stripe down the middle with a red maple leaf (the 
national emblem) in the center. 


Australia Day 

Australia Day, observed the last Monday in January, is Australia's official national day. 
It commemorates the landing of Captain Phillip in 1788 at Sydney Cove and the 
founding of the first settlement there. Australia Day activities include ceremonies, 
parades, and often a reenactment of the landing at Sydney. 
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We bold these truths to be 


self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 

i certain inalienable rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the Pursuit of Happiness. 


from the 

Declaration of Independence 



SUNBLRST 

COMMUNICATIONS 






Independence Day 



These "celebration starters" are 
language arts activities which can be 
used for celebrating Independence Day. 


July 4th Shindig 

Plan an old-fashioned 4th of July celebration including a picnic and games such as 
those enjoyed by pioneer children. Form one committee to be in charge of food and 
another to plan games. Use the following information or do some research yourselves 
to decide on an appropriate menu and activities. 

PICNICS: The first Independence Day celebrations often included indoor 
banquets, but by the mid 1800's picnics had become the tradition. A horse and 
buggy was taken to the "picnic groove," which was a pleasant spot with a good 
field for leaving the horses. The picnic might be a pot-luck sponsored by the 
church or a free hot dog and corn-on-the-cob affair sponsored by local politicians. 

The menu might include fried chicken, potato salad, deviled eggs, and 
homemade pickles. Lemonade was often the beverage, and dessert was 
homemade chocolate or angel food cake. A batch of ice cream might also be 
cranked out by hand. 

GAMES: Games were always part of the fun. Favorites were a tug-of-war across a 
mud hole, sack races, and a game called torpedoes. To play torpedoes, a basket 
is placed a foot or two from a wall. Players compete by trying to throw chestnuts 
or buckeyes against the wall so that they fall into the basket. Two popular 
contests provided both fun and food. One was a watermelon-spitting contest to 
see who could shoot their seeds the farthest. The other was a corn-shucking 
contest in which 2 teams competed to finish shucking their share of ears first. 

Give everyone a copy of page 83 for costume suggestions. Allow the modern touch of 
issuing computer-written invitations and computer-made certificates for game 
participants. 
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I Declare 

Discuss the events leading up to the writing of the Declaration of Independence. 

Show a transparency made from page 78 and discuss what this excerpt from the 
Declaration of Independence means. At computers, let students write their own 
versions of the Declaration of Independence. Print the papers with the star border and 
display them on a bulletin board decorated with red, white, and blue streamers. 


(* 


★ 

★ 

DECLARATION 

★ 

★ 

OF 

★ 

★ 

INDEPENDENCE 

★ 

★ 

I declare that 

★ 

★ 

everybody has 
nights. Were 

★ 

★ 

all equal and we 

★ 

★ 

★ 

all should be 

f nee. 

★ 

★ 





Symbols for U.S.A. 

Using More Special Days, print out these 4 pictures: 



NORTH PARK MEDIA center 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS SCH001S 
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Independence Day 


Explain that each of these symbols is sometimes used to represent the U.S.A. Tell 
students that your class will be finding out all they can about one of the symbols. Let 
students vote for the symbol they want to study. Each student can vote by putting an X 
to the right of the symbol. Collect research materials (see book list, page 144) for the 
symbol with the most X's. As a class, find out what you can about the symbol and use 
the computer to record what you learn. 

Come Celebrate! 

Talk about the history of Independence Day (see page 77) and the idea that 
Independence Day is like a giant birthday party for the United States. At computers, 
have students write invitations to a typical Independence Day celebration and tell 
about the activities which are planned. 


★ 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

*1 

★ 

Come to our 

★ 

★ 

tiftk on Ju, y 4 - 

★ 

★ 

There will be 

lots of and 

★ 

★ 

We will 

★ 

★ 

watch IHI- A 
will go 

★ 

★ 

BOOM! It's a 

★ 

★ 

party f on the 

USA! 

★ 

★ 


★ 


r ★ ★ ★ ★ 



This idea can easily be adapted for a celebration of Canada Day or Australia Day by 
using background information on those holidays (see page 77). 
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Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on your 
Muppet Slate Disk in the ABC's book and the Independence Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Independence Day: 
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COLONIAL CLOTHES 


long. 

skirt 



cap 


apron 


Girls dressed like their mothers in 
long dresses. Caps or shawls were 
worn for warmth, and sometimes 
bonnets or gathered caps were worn. 

You can make your own cap with 
a circle of fabric and some ribbon or 
elastic: 

Cut slits. 



vest—» 



Boys and men dressed in short 
pants called breeches. If you don't 
have breeches, you can get the 
effect by tucking your regular pants 
into some knee-length socks. 

Shirts were usually long-sleeved 
and were often worn with vests and 
knee-length coats. Shirts of wealthy 
colonists were decorated with ruffles 
at the neck and wrists. 

Fur caps or wide-brimmed hats 
were worn. 






Boys and girls did not throw away 
clothes which became worn. Holes 
and rips were neatly mended. 


83 


SUNBLRST 

COMMUNICATIONS 


©1990 







Date: First Monday in September 
More Special Days Days Resources: 


What Is Labor Day?.p. 85 

Celebration Starters for Labor Day.p. 86 

Available pictures.p. 88 

Books for Labor Day.p. 144 

















Labor Day 



What Is Labor Day? 


Labor Day is a day to honor those who work, by giving them a day off from work. In the 
United States, the day was established through the efforts of Peter J. McGuire. Peter 
McGuire worked hard even as a child to help support his family. This was not unusual 
because at that time adults often worked 6 to 7 days a week yet were paid so little that 
their children had to work too, often in dangerous factories. As an adult, Peter McGuire 
became a leader in the labor union movement, trying to improve wages and working 
conditions, and to stop child labor. One of his suggestions was to set aside a day for 
honoring workers. The first Monday of September was chosen in order to provide a 
holiday halfway between Independence Day and Thanksgiving on a date still warm 
enough for a parade. The first Labor Day in 1882 was celebrated in New York City 
with a parade, picnic, speeches, and fireworks. By 1934, Labor Day was a holiday in 
all the states. 

People celebrate Labor Day in many ways, often by just relaxing. There may be 
parades, picnics, and baseball games. Some families spend Labor Day weekend, 
which may be the last weekend before school starts, at the beach. 

Labour Day 

In some countries, the day is spelled Labour Day. Canada's Labour Day has been a 
statutory holiday since 1894 but actually dates back to at least 1872. It is celebrated 
on the first Monday of September, often with parades and union picnics. In Australia, 
Labour Day is celebrated in May. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Labor Day 

These "celebration starters" are 
language arts activities which can be 
used for celebrating Labor Day. 

Tools of the Trade 

Show students a tool or object which you use in your work as a teacher. Try to pick an 
object your students may not know much about, such as your lesson plan book. Tell 
them things they might not know about your job, such as how you use the object, why 
you became a teacher, what you like and don't like about your job, what time your day 
begins and ends, what you do over the lunch hour, and what you do to prepare for 
class. Ask students to each think of a worker (Mom, Dad, other adult) who would be 
willing to talk about work and share an object from work (for example: baby bottle, 
cash register slip, computer print out). Compile a list of questions to ask the workers. 
Have students interview the workers, write computer papers about their discoveries, 
and display the papers with the objects. 

Kid Jobs 

Talk about the meaning and history of Labor Day (see page 85) including the fact that 
at one time many children had to work long and hard in factories. Ask students to think 
of the kind of work children do today at school and at home. Have them write 
computer papers about their jobs. 
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What a Job! 

Set up a computer and a bowl of apples (or quartered apples) in your classroom. 

Share the apples as you tell or read the story of Labor Day (see page 85 or the book 
list, page 144). Discuss the idea that many workers contribute to provide the things we 
enjoy, such as apples. Ask the students to try to name all the workers who helped 
provide their apples, from the scientist who helped perfect the seed to the carry-out 
boy at the grocery store. Use the computer to list the workers. For fun, use apples 
from the More Special Days picture book to make a row of apples across the page at 
the top and at the bottom of the list. Print the list and post it on an apple-red bulletin 
board along with a calendar page with Labor Day circled in red. 


Silly Celebrations 

Discuss the meaning of Labor Day and the ways it is celebrated (see page 85). Point 
out that the fun—and kind of silly thing—about Labor Day is that people celebrate 
work by a day of play. Let students use computers to make up their own "silly 
celebrations." They can leaf through the More Special Days picture book for ideas of 
things to celebrate. 
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Labor Day 


Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC’s book and in the Labor Day category book) particularly 
useful when writing about Labor Day: 
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Grandparents Day 


Date: In September on the first Sunday after Labor Day 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Grandparents Day?.p. 90 


Celebration Starters for Grandparents Day . p. 91 
Available pictures.p. 93 











Grandparents Day 



Grandparents Day is a day set aside for honoring grandparents and "foster 
grandparents" with activities which recognize the value and importance of these 
people. The day also gives grandparents an opportunity to show love for their 
grandchildren. 

Marian McQuade is credited with being the founder of this holiday. Mrs. McQuade is 
a hard worker with a cheery smile. She and her husband, Joe, have 15 children and 
over 35 grandchildren. As a child, Mrs. McQuade enjoyed accompanying her own 
grandmother on visits to the elderly of their community. Later she began a habit of 
visiting nursing homes, and in 1973 started campaigning for a Grandparents Day. 

She wrote thousands of letters to congressmen, governors, and Presidents asking 
their help in establishing a day in honor of grandparents. In 1979 President Jimmy 
Carter signed a proclamation making Grandparents Day a reality. 

There are many ways to celebrate Grandparents Day. It is a good time for 
grandparents and grandchildren to have fun updating family photo albums and family 
trees, talking about how it was to grow up "back in the old days," and sharing special 
talents such as cooking, music, or quilting. Cards, visits, and little gifts are other ways 
of celebrating. People in nursing homes unable to be with their families can be 
"adopted grandparents." The most important thing about the day is to build a sense of 
family background and values and to develop a spirit of mutual love and respect to 
carry throughout the year. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Grandparents Day 

These "celebration starters" are language 
arts activities which can be used for 
celebrating Grandparents Day. 

Over the Meadow and Through the Woods 

For many, going to "Grandma and Grandpa's house" is a special event. Let students 
use computers to write about why they like visiting their grandparents, what is special 
about their grandparents, and what they do there. Children without grandparents can 
interview someone who has grandparents and report their findings. The papers can 
be used as Grandparents Day cards. 

Back Then 

Discuss the idea that grandparents are a great source of information about times past. 
Have students ask their grandparents (or other older adult) about what it was like 
growing up "back then." Use computers to record information or favorite stories. 

Just Like Grandma 

Talk about how physical traits (eye color, body build, etc.) are often passed down 
through the generations. Discuss the idea that interests, hobbies, and personality 
traits can also be a part of one's heritage. Ask students to think of the traditions they'd 
like to carry on from their grandparents (or other favorite other adult) and to write about 
them at computers. 






When I got old. 



I want to be 

< 


like £. I will 
read to my 



gr~andkids and 
give them 



1*11 grow pnotty 


& 

jg 

I’ll have a 
named Tippy 
like ^ has. 

s? 
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Come to Lunch 

Discuss the history and purpose of Grandparents Day. Suggest that students spend 
some time with their grandparents or other older adults by inviting them to lunch at 
your school. Either make arrangements for hot lunch to be served to everyone or for 
sack lunches to be brought and shared. Deliver invitations made at computers. Have 
grandparents come a little before lunch to have time before eating for a simple shared 
project. One project idea is to draw around each other's hands: 



grandparent's hand 
(drawn by student) 


student's hand 
(drawn by grandparent 
in a different color) 


Adopt a Grandparent 

Discuss Grandparents Day and the idea that the spirit of Grandparents Day should 
continue throughout the year. As an ongoing project, pair each student with an 
"adopted grandparent" from a local nursing home. Throughout the year, do several of 
the following: 

• Visit "grandparents" to share a story, art work, and/or a non-sugar treat. 

• Send computer-made birthday cards on the "grandparents’ ” birthdays. 

(These can be made as a class project and mailed later on the appropriate 
dates.) 

• On selected holidays, send greetings and personal notes written at the 
computer. 

• Make seasonal room decorations for nursing home windows. For example, 
cut out colored leaves or make paper snowflakes while visiting the nursing 
home. Some "grandparents" will be able to help; others will enjoy watching. 
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Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and in the Grandparents Day category book) 
particularly useful when writing about Grandparents Day: 
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Halloween 


Date: October 31 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Halloween?.p. 95 

Lesson Plan: Recipe for Jack.p. 96 

Pumpkin Recipes.p. 101 

Pumpkin #1.p. 102 

Pumpkin #2.p. 103 

Pumpkin #3.p. 104 

Celebration Starters for Halloween.p. 105 

Available pictures.p. 107 

Books and Films/Filmstrips 

for Halloween.p. 145 
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Halloween 



What Is Halloween? 


Halloween, now a fun-filled holiday, originated from a day filled with fear and 
superstition. Long ago, people called Celts believed that evil powers would gather to 
do evil things on a day called Festival of the Dead. The people burned some of their 
crops and animals in an effort to please the evil powers and dressed up in masks and 
hideous costumes to frighten away the spirits. With the arrival of Christianity, the day 
became a day for honoring saints and was called All Saints’ or All Hallows' Day. 
October 31, the day prior to All Hallows' Day, became known as All Hallows' Eve or 
Halloween. It took awhile for the old superstitions to die away. Meanwhile, people 
gathered together on the day to light fires, bob for apples, and tell ghost stories. Just in 
case they met up with any evil spirits, they wore frightening masks and costumes. 

As old superstitions died out, Halloween became a holiday of fun celebrated by 
children in the United States and in other countries such as Canada. Boys and girls 
dress as ghosts, witches, and other characters and go door-to-door shouting "trick or 
treat." They are usually happy to settle for candy or other small treats. Sometimes 
Halloween parties are planned. 

The popular Halloween custom of carving jack-o'-lanterns may have its origins in the 
Irish story of Jack, who is said to have used a hollowed-out, lighted turnip as a lantern 
to search for his final resting place. Before people started carving pumpkins, turnips or 
potatoes were often used to make lanterns. 

It is important for children to follow these safety rules on Halloween: 

• Use reflective tape on costumes or carry a flashlight after dark. 

• Be careful in traffic. 

• Don't wear masks which obstruct sight. Painted faces are safer. 

• Avoid candle flames. 

• Have adults supervise trick-or-treating. 

• Have candy checked for safety before eating it. 
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Lesson Plan: 
Recipe for Jack 


First Day: classroom activity 
(45 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing, 
revising, and proofreading at 
computers 
(45 minutes) 

Third Day: classroom activity 
(35 minutes) 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Communicate directions clearly 

Write with accuracy 

MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

A pumpkin 
Recipes (page 101) 

Student sheets: Pumpkin #1 (page 102), 
Pumpkin #2 (page 103), and 
Pumpkin #3 (page 104) 

Second Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Student sheets from the first day 

Third Day: 

Computer papers from the second day 
Student sheets selected on the second day 
Crayons 

12x18 inch construction paper (autumn colors, 
1 per student) 

Stapler 

Pumpkin treats planned on the first day 
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PREPARATION: 


First Day: 

Make a copy of the recipes on page 101. 
Copy the student sheets (pages 102, 103, 
and 104) for each student. 

Third Day: 

Print the papers from the second day. 


Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity): 

1. Discuss Halloween and the ways it is celebrated. 

2. Show a pumpkin to the students. 

3. Say to the students: 

• "Suppose we hollowed out this pumpkin, carved a face in it, and put a light in it." 

• "What would we call it then?" (jack-o'-lantern) 

• "There is an old Irish story about a person named Jack who made a lantern by 
using a hollowed-out turnip lit by a glowing coal." 

• "It used to be that Scottish and Irish children often used turnips and potatoes to 
make lanterns." 

• "Now we use pumpkins." 

• "Some people think we call them jack-o'-lanterns because of the story of Jack 
and his turnip lantern." 

4. Ask the students: 

• "What are some other things besides a jack-o'-lantern that we could make from 
this pumpkin?" (pumpkin pie, pumpkin bars, roasted pumpkin seeds) 

5. Show the students the pumpkin recipes (page 101). 

6. Examine the recipes, noting that 1) the exact ingredients are listed and 2) the 
recipe tells exactly what to do with the ingredients. 

7. Say to the students: 

• "A recipe gives us directions." 
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• "It is important for directions to always be correct." 

• "Think about what would happen if the ingredients were not correct." 

• "For example, what if the recipe told us to use clay or modeling dough instead of 
pie crust dough?" 

• "Or, what if the recipe didn't tell us the right way to use the ingredients?" 

• "For example, what if the recipe told us to put the pumpkin seeds in the blender 
instead of in the oven?" 

• "Later, you will be using the computer to write some directions." 

• "It will be important for you to write your directions correctly." 

8. Make plans to try one or more of the recipes to be shared at a pumpkin-tasting 
party. 

Note: In many areas, there are health department rules against home-baked 
goods being shared in classrooms. However, store-bought baked goods could 
still be shared or roasted pumpkin seeds could possibly be prepared at school. 

9. Distribute the pumpkin student sheets to the students. (Each student should 
receive one tall pumpkin, one wide pumpkin, and one round pumpkin.) 

10. Ask students to use pencils to change each pumpkin into a jack-o'-lantern. 

11. Collect the papers for use on the second day. 


Second Day (students writing, revising, and proofreading at computers): 

1. Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days disks into the 
students' computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Distribute the completed jack-o'-lantern student sheets from the first day. 

3. Ask each student to pick a favorite jack-o'-lantern picture from the 3 pictures 
completed previously. 

4. Post the favorite pictures at students' computers to use for reference, and collect 
the rest. 

5. Say to the students: 

• "Today you will be writing directions for making your jack-o'-lantern." 
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• "Your directions must be accurate like a recipe so that if someone followed your 
directions, the jack-o'-lantern would be like yours." 

• "Before we start writing, let's practice giving directions a few times." 

6. Ask for a volunteer to study one of the jack-o'-lantern pictures you collected 
(Step 4). 

7. Put the jack-o'-lantern picture out of sight, and ask the volunteer to give directions 
for making the jack-o'-lantern. 

8. Hold up the picture to see if it matches the directions given by the student. 

9. Repeat steps 6 through 8 with other volunteers until students grasp the idea. Be 
sure students tell what shape of pumpkin to use and what shape the eyes, nose, 
and mouth should be. 

Note: You may want to review these geometric terms: circle, triangle, square, 
rectangle, or even ellipse and hexagon. 

10. Decide on an appropriate name for the students' papers, such as "DIRECTIONS." 

11. Instruct students to: 

• Select "New" and type the name. 

• Write directions for making their jack-o'-lanterns, using the jack-o'-lantern 
pictures posted at their computers for reference. 

• End their papers with "By (Name)." 

• Save their papers on their disks. 

12. Assign a partner to each student. 

13. Ask students to read their partners' papers to make sure the directions match the 
jack-o'-lantern pictures. 

14. Allow time for students to make changes as needed. 

1 5. Say to the students: 

• "A good way to find mistakes such as missing words and unclear wording is to 
read your writing out loud." 

• "Read your paper to your partner one sentence at a time." 

• "If you notice any mistakes, correct them." 
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16. Ask students to read their papers one last time to check for spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation errors, and then to save their papers. 

1 7. Collect the jack-o'-lantern pictures for use on the third day. 

18. Print the computer papers with the autumn leaves border. 


Third Day (classroom activity): 

1 . Distribute students’ jack-o'-lantern pictures and computer papers. 

2. Let students color their jack-o'-lanterns and the borders of their papers. 

3. Staple each student's picture and computer paper side-by-side on a 12 x 18 inch 
piece of construction paper. 

4. Show the finished work as you share your pumpkin treats (as planned in Step 8, 
First Day). 

5. Display the finished work in your classroom or hallway. 
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Pumpkin Recipes 


Pumpkin Pie 

Roll out and put in pie pan: 

Pie crust dough for one-crust 
9-inch pie 
Beat slightly: 

2 eggs 
Mix in: 

15-ounce can pumpkin 
3/4 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ginger 
1/4 teaspoon cloves 
11/2 cups milk 
Pour pumpkin mixture into pie 
crust. Bake 15 minutes at 425 
degrees. Turn oven down to 350 
degrees and bake 45 minutes i 
longer. 


Roasted Pumpkin Seeds 


Combine in 10 x 15 inch pan: 

2 cups pumpkin seeds 
(unwashed) 

1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire 
sauce 

1 1/2 tablespoons margarine 
1 teaspoon salt 

Bake at 250 degrees for about 2 
hours stirring occasionally until 
golden brown. 



Pumpkin Bars 

Beat together: 

15-ounce can pumpkin 
3/4 cup softened margarine 

1 3/4 cup sugar 
4 eggs 

Mix in: 

2 cups flour 

1 teaspoon soda 

2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspon cinnamon 

1 cup chopped nuts 
Put into greased 10x15 inch pan. 
Bake 25 minutes at 325 degrees. 

Frosting: 

Beat until fluffy: 

3-ounce package cream cheese 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
6 tablespoons softened margarine 

3 cups powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon milk 

Add 1 to 2 teaspoons milk if frosting 
is too stiff. 
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Pumpkin #3 

Student Sheet 


ie 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Halloween 


These "celebration starters" are 
activities which can be used either in 
addition to the lesson plan on page 96 
or as alternate ideas. 


Before and After 

As a class, list some things associated with Halloween such as ghosts, black cats, and 
jack-o'-lanterns. Discuss how we can change something and then often, after the 
change, the name of it also changes. For example, if we carve a face in a pumpkin, it 
becomes a jack-o’-lantern. If we decorate a pine tree, it becomes a Christmas tree. If 
we carve a piece of wood, it can become a statue or a bat. If we dress in costumes, we 
can appear as ghosts or monsters. Let students use this idea to write computer 
papers. 
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Pumpkin Trip 

Plan a field trip to a pumpkin farm. While there, students can learn about kinds of 
pumpkins and how they are grown and marketed. Bring back 2 or 3 pumpkins to carve 
into jack-o’-lanterns. Let students use computers to write thank-you notes expressing 
their appreciation and telling things they enjoyed about the trip. 

Dear Jack O. Lantern 

Discuss Halloween safety. Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4. Explain to students 
that they will be writing replies for a Halloween advice column. Give each group a 
question. Let them work together to decide on a good reply to write at the computer. 
Beforehand, use More Special Days to write a Halloween safety question for each 
group. For example: 

Dear Jack O. Lantern, 

My Halloween mask blocks my view. What should I do? 

Black eyes 


Dear Mr. Lantern, 

Mom wants me to have fun, but WITHOUT trick-or-treatlng. Any 
suggestions? 

Stumped 


Dear Jack, 

How can I be sure my Halloween candy Is OK to eat? 

Worried 


Dear Mr. Lantern, 

How can I be safe in traffic on Halloween? 

Trick & Treater 


Dear Jack O. Lantern, 

Dad says he's going with me to trick-or-treat. I don't think he needs to. 
What do you think? 

Independent 


Dear Mr. Lantern, 

What are some fun activities for a Halloween party? I don't want anyone 
to get hurt. 

Hostess 


Happy Halloween 

Let students work at computers to write scary Halloween stories. Possible topics 
include haunted houses, noises in the night, and monsters. While the stories can be 
scary, there is one restriction: each story must have a happy ending. 
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Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and the Halloween category book) particularly 
useful when writing about Halloween: 




-witch 
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Veterans Day 



More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Veterans Day?. 

Lesson Plan: Flying Free. 

The United States Flag. 

The Flag. 

Celebration Starters for Veterans Day 
Available pictures. 


Books for Veterans Day 


















Veterans Day 



What 


Is Veterans Day? 


World War I began in 1914 and went on until 1918 when an armistice (a cease-fire 
agreement prior to an official peace treaty) was signed. At 11:00 a.m. Eastern 
Standard Time on the 11th day of the 11th month, news went out that the war was 
over. People went wild. They rushed out of office buildings and hugged each other. 
They shouted and threw confetti. They filled the churches, thanking God for peace. 
Although they were very happy, they also thought about all the people who had died in 
the war. An Australian journalist, George Honey, suggested 2 minutes of silence 
during which even radio broadcasts would stop to remember these people. 

November 11, known as Veterans Day, is celebrated in the United States and in 
countries such as Canada and Australia. Veterans Day has also been called 
Armistice Day and Remembrance Day. The day now honors not only the soldiers of 
World War I, but the soldiers of all wars. 

Veterans Day activities include parades, speeches, and flag flying. Banners with blue 
stars (for living soldiers) or with gold stars (for soldiers who have died) are displayed in 
windows of the homes of soldiers who have fought in wars. Veterans sell little red 
artificial poppies to raise money to help veterans who are sick or wounded. Memorial 
services take place at cemeteries around the country. At Arlington National Cemetery 
in Virginia, the President of the United States lays a wreath on the Tomb of the 
Unknowns where an unidentified soldier from each of 4 wars (World War I, World 
War II, Korean War, Vietnam War) is buried. It is still the custom to observe a moment 
of silence at 11:00, the hour at which the World War I Armistice was announced. 
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Lesson Plan: 
Flying Free 

First Day: classroom activity 
(55 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing and 
making corrections at computers 
(40 minutes) 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Express feelings 

Increase vocabulary 
Proofread: read aloud technique 

MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

Large Calendar 

(Optional) Service artifacts such as clothing, 
medals, insignias, and equipment other than 
weapons 

Flag to be displayed 

Student sheet: The United States Flag (page 
115) or The Flag (page 116) 

Crayons for students 

Second Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Paper punch 

Yarn (red, white, and blue) 

Scissors to cut yarn 
(Optional) Crayons 
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PREPARATION: First Day: 

Make copies of The United States Flag student 
sheet for the class. If you are using this lesson 
outside the United States, use The Flag 
student sheet instead. 

Display your country's flag in the classroom. 



Second Day: 

More Special Days disks are shipped with a 
fill-in file named "FLAG" on them. If "FLAG" 
has been deleted, use Make Fill-in 
(O-Control-F) to prepare another (see 
illustration on page 113), and save it on the 
disk. If you are using this lesson in Canada or 
another country, substitute the word flag or the 
picture of the Canadian flag for the United 
States flag. 


Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity): 

1. Point out Veterans Day on a calendar. 

2. Say to the students: 

• "Veterans Day is a special day to honor veterans." 

• "What is a veteran?" (a person who has been in the armed forces) 

3. Discuss some or all of these veteran-related topics of interest to children: 

• poppies (sold to raise money for sick or wounded veterans) 

• four branches of service (army, navy, air force, marine corps) 

• ranking within service branches (The President holds the rank of commander in 
chief. The next highest ranks are general in the army, air force, and marine 
corps, and admiral in the navy.) 

• good and bad results of wars (Freedoms and rights may be gained. Lives are 
lost and people are hurt.) 

• service artifacts (If possible, display clothing, medals, insignias, and equipment 
other than weapons.) 
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• marching, saluting, standing at attention (Children love to demonstrate.) 

4. Say to the students: 


• "The flag represents our country in peace and war." 

• "Who can completely describe our flag?" (Call on a volunteer.) 

• "Was the description complete?" (Call on volunteers to add to the description 
as needed.) 

5. Display the United States flag (or the flag of your country) and discuss its 
symbolism and history: 


stars - There is one for each state. Originally there were 13 which 
were often, but not always, arranged in a circle. 

stripes - There are 13 stripes representing the 13 original states. At 
first, Congress planned to add a stripe for each state, but the 
flag got too crowded. 

red - Red represents earth, hardiness, and courage. 


blue - Blue represents heaven, vigilance, and justice, 

white - White represents liberty, purity, and innocence. 


6. Say to the students: 

• "Our flag is very special to the people of our country." 

• "When we see our flag, it may remind us of important things about our country." 

• "How do you feel and what are some things you are reminded of when you see 
our flag?" (Students may respond that they are proud of their country, glad to 
be free, reminded of soldiers who have died, thankful, filled with love for their 
country, etc. If students have a hard time responding, ask them to imagine that 
they have been away from their country for a long time but finally return to the 
beautiful sight of the flag waving over the land. What things would the sight of 
the flag remind them of?) 

7. Distribute The United States Flag student sheets to the students. (If you are 
using this lesson outside the United States, distribute The Flag student sheets, 
and refer to your country's flag in Step 8.) 


8. Say to the students: 

• "This flag is missing some of its parts." 
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• "The stripes are missing, and the stars are only dots." 

• "You will need to add the stripes and make the dots into stars." 

• "You can look at the flag on display to help you." 

9. Suggest that students draw the flag in pencil and then color it. 

10. Collect the completed student sheets for use on the third day. 

Second Day (students writing and making corrections at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into the 
students' computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Direct students to select "Load" and load the paper entitled "FLAG." 

3. Read through the fill-in file, "FLAG," using the word "blank" whenever you come to 
a set of arrows: 

f FLAG I 

mmmmmmammmmmmmtmmmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmmmmmo 

I watched the 
go by. 44-' I 
44 as I 
watched the |& 
go by. By 44 
Type in 44. 0 SIS SB 

4. Say to the students: 

• "There are only 3 sets of arrows for you to fill in." 

• "The last set of arrows is for your name." 

• "You can do that first." 

5. Assist students as needed to move their cursors to the last set of arrows and type 
their names. 
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6. Explain that the first set of arrows should be filled in with some facts students 
have learned about the flag. (For example, "It had 13 stripes. It had a star for each 
of the 50 states.") 

7. Assist students as needed to type one or more factual sentences between the first 
set of arrows. 

8. Explain that the second set of arrows should be filled in with how students feel as 
they watch the flag go by or with what they remember about their country as they 
watch the flag go by. 

9. Assist students as needed to complete and save their papers. 

1 0. Say to the students: 

• "Now it is time to check to be sure your writing is clear." 

• "A good way to do this is to read each sentence out loud to yourself." 

• "If the sentence sounds right to you as you read it, it probably is right." 

• "Read your first sentence out loud, but softly, right now, and make changes if 
you need to." (Assist as needed.) 

• "Check the rest of your sentences in the same way, making changes if needed." 

11. Ask students to read through their papers one more time to check for spelling, 
punctuation, or capitalization errors. 

12. Remind students to save their papers when they are done making corrections. 

13. Print each paper with the student's choice of the star or the stripe border. 

14. (Optional) Let students use crayons to color the striped border red, white, and 
blue. 

15. Make individual booklets out of the students’ Flag student sheets and their 
computer papers by punching holes in the left margins and tying them together 
with loops of red, white, and blue yarn. 
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Veterans Day 



Celebration Starters 
for 

Veterans Day 

These "celebration starters" are activities 
which can be used either in addition to the 
lesson plan on page 110 or as alternate ideas. 


Parade of Flags 

Discuss the use of the flag as a symbol of our country in war and in peace. In an 
encyclopedia or other book(s) about the history of our flag (see book list, pagel 46), 
find pictures of United States flags used over the years and information about these 
flags. Have each student make a paper flag that was once used in the United States 
and use a computer to write the important facts about that flag. For example: 



Plan a parade of United States flags. Plans might include dressing in red, white, and 
blue, and inviting parents to watch. For the parade, let students carry their flags and 
tape their papers of facts to their shirts. 
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My Stars! 

Talk about Veterans Day and how it is celebrated, including the custom of displaying 
blue or gold stars in the windows of the homes of soldiers (see page 109). As a class, 
use a computer to make a list of ways stars are used in the military. When you run out 
of ideas, list any other stars which students can name. Get some help from a 
dictionary if you like. If you want a still longer list, make up some star words. Print your 
list—with the star border, of course. Your list might include: 

stars in windows on Veterans Day 
stars on a general’s uniform 
star on a Medal of Honor 
stars on the flag 
Stars and Stripes 
Star Spangled Banner 
stars in the sky 
North Star 

stars on good schoolwork 
star on a Christmas tree 
star of Bethlehem 
Star of David 

star in an apple cut crosswise 

sea star 

movie stars 

star on a magic wand 

star-shaped sheriff's badge 

starific 

stardent 

starberry 

jellystar 

Holiday Time 

Talk about Veterans Day and the idea that Veterans Day honors veterans. Leaf 
through a calendar to find other holidays established in honor of people or groups of 
people (Susan B. Anthony Day, Father's Day, etc.). Ask students to think of the 
holidays they’d like to have in honor of a person or group of people. Prepare a fill-in 
file for students to use to explain their ideas: 

NAME OF DAY-** 

HOW TO CELEBRATE - ** 

WHY ITS A GOOD IDEA - * * 

After students have completed their fill-in papers, post the papers and let students vote 
for the holiday they'd most like to celebrate. Make plans for celebrating the day in your 
class. 
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Picture That 

Set up a computer in your classroom. From the Teacher Options menu (accessed by 
Control-T), choose Student Disk Options to select the Veterans Day picture category. 
With the students, talk about Veterans Day (see page 109) and leaf through the 
Veterans Day pictures, discussing why each picture is included there. Have students 
work at computers to write things they have learned about Veterans Day, being sure to 
include some of the pictures in their papers. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC’s book and the Veterans Day category book) particularly 
useful when writing about Veterans Day: 
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Date: December 25 

More Special Days Resources: 

What Is Christmas?.p.121 

Lesson Plan: Memories.p. 123 


Celebration Starters for Christmas.p. 128 

Available pictures.p. 130 


Books and Films/Filmstrips 

for Christmas.p. 146 
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What Is Christmas? 



Christmas is celebrated by Christians around the world to commemorate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. It is celebrated on December 25 although the exact date of Jesus' birth 
is not established. The word Christmas comes from the words "Christ's mass" referring 
to the mass (religious service) in the Roman Catholic church. The church first 
introduced the celebration sometime in the 4th century with services, feasts, and 
possibly simple gifts. Today the day is celebrated with Christmas eve candlelight 
services, caroling, gift-giving, dinners, and a wide variety of traditions. 

Boxing Day 

In some parts of the world, such as Great Britain, Canada, and Australia, Boxing Day is 
a holiday immediately following Christmas. The day may have gotten its name 
because of the English custom of preparing "boxes" of gifts to be delivered after 
Christmas to errand boys, postal carriers, and others who performed services 
throughout the year. Today Boxing Day may be used to relax after the excitement of 
the Christmas season or to shop at after-Christmas sales. In Australia, where 
Christmas occurs in midsummer, picnics are often held on Boxing Day. 


The following are some symbols and traditions of the Christmas season: 

Santa Claus 

According to legend, Santa and his team of reindeer fly through the skies delivering 
gifts to children. There are other legendary gift givers around the world such as 
Befana, an old fairy who delivers gifts in Italy. 

Stockings 

The practice of hanging stockings to be filled with presents may come from a legend in 
which St. Nicholas dropped 3 bags of gold down the chimney. The gold landed in the 
drying stockings of 3 girls who had no wedding gifts. 

Christmas Cards 

More cards are sent at Christmas than at any other time of the year. Printed Christmas 
cards were first sent in the 1940's in England. 
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Christmas Trees 

There is a legend that when Jesus was born, all the trees in the forest bloomed and 
bore fruit. It may be that Martin Luther, a German preacher, started the custom of 
Christmas trees when he set up a candle-lighted tree to delight children. Besides 
candles, early decorations included fruit and flowers. The first blown-glass ornaments 
came from Germany. Other tree trimmings popular both in the past and today are 
cookies, needlework items, strings of popcorn and cranberries, candy canes, ribbons, 
and tinsel. 

Mistletoe, Evergreen, and Holly 

Long ago, people felt these greens would ward off evil. They hung mistletoe over their 
doors and gave all who entered a kiss as a symbol of love. To Christians, evergreens 
with their year-round green color symbolize everlasting life. Holly berries may remind 
Christians of the blood Jesus shed at his crucifixion. 

Stars 

A star is often used on the top of a Christmas tree as a symbol of the star which, 
according to the Bible, led the Wise Men to the Christ Child. 

Gifts 

There was an old Roman tradition of giving gifts at New Years. Christians continued 
this tradition, but at Christmastime as a reminder of the gifts of the Wise Men. 

Wreaths 

The circular shape of wreaths is a symbol of never-ending life. An Advent wreath has 
4 candles in it. Advent means "coming," and people light one candle for each of the 4 
weeks before Christmas. 

Creche 

St. Francis of Assisi may have created the first creche (pronounced kresh) or manger 
scene in 1224. He used live animals and people, but a creche may also be made of 
wood, china, or other materials. 

Pihatas 

In some countries such as Mexico, a pifiata is part of the Christmas celebration. 
Blindfolded children take turns trying to break open this gaily decorated papier-mache 
container by hitting it with a stick. When the pinata breaks open, candy and little gifts 
fall to the ground for the children to gather. 

Special Foods 

Foods traditionally enjoyed at Christmas include nuts, sweets, fruit cake, and cookies 
in the shapes of stars, Santas, Christmas trees, or angels. Cranberries are often 
served and may also be strung with popcorn to trim trees. Eggnog and a hot punch 
called wassail are traditional beverages. 

Candles 

Candles are often lit during the Christmas season. Sometimes people put lighted 
candles in windows on Christmas Eve as a symbolic guide to the Christ Child. 
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Lesson Plan: 
Memories 

First Day: classroom activity 
(25 minutes) 

Second Day: classroom activity 
(25 minutes) 

Third Day: students writing at 
computers 
(35 minutes) 

Fourth Day: classroom activity 
(30 minutes) 


LANGUAGE FOCUS: Describe a memory effectively 

Expand on an idea 
Revise: completeness, clarity 

MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

Candle and matches 
Box to be wrapped 

(Optional) Small gifts for students, such as pencils, to 
be hidden in the box 
Christmas gift wrap 
Curling ribbon 
Tape 
Scissors 

Cookies or popcorn for students 

Second Day: 

Candle, scissors, wrapping paper, leftover popcorn, 
and curling ribbon from the first day 
Chart paper (or chalkboard) 

Third Day: 

Muppet State (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Lists made on the second day 
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Fourth Day: 

Printouts from the third day 

Box wrapped on the first day if it contains gifts for 
students 

PREPARATION: First Day: 

If you plan to give small gifts, such as pencils, to 
students, put them in the box to be wrapped and 
tape it shut. 

Fourth Day: 

Print papers from the third day. 


Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity): 

1. Discuss why Christmas is a special day for some people in your community. 

2. List some of the things that remind students of this holiday. (When appropriate, 
use the information on pages 121-122 to help students learn more about the 
Christmas symbols they name.) 

3. Say to the students: 

• "I brought a few symbols of Christmas to class today." 

4. Show students the candle, the box and gift wrappings, and the cookies or 
popcorn. 

5. Light the candle and pass the cookies or popcorn as you explain the significance 
of these symbols (see page 122). 

6. Wrap the gift. 

7. Talk with students as you work about the things you enjoy seeing, hearing, 
touching, tasting, and smelling. For example: 

• the sight of colorful paper, ribbons, and candles 

• the sound of the scissors cutting the paper and curling the ribbon, the sound 
when you shake the box to try to guess its contents 

• the feel of smooth candle wax, the ridges in the curling ribbon, the cold, smooth 
metal scissors 
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• the sweet or salty taste of the cookies or popcorn 

• the smell of the cookies or popcorn, the lingering smell after you 
blow out the candles 

8. Tell students that you will continue with some more Christmas activities on 
another day. 

Second Day (classroom activity): 

1 . Instruct students to close their eyes. 

2. Ask students to listen carefully as you use a scissors to cut some wrapping paper 
and/or to curl some ribbon. 

3. Direct students to open their eyes. 

4. Ask the students: 

• "What was the sound you heard?" (scissors cutting paper, scissors curling 
ribbon) 

• "What activity did the sound remind you of?” (wrapping a gift or Christmas 
present, the gift-wrapping activity on the first day) 

5. Repeat the activity by asking students to close their eyes while they feel the waxy 
side of a candle and/or smell popcorn. Help students recall the activities from the 
first day through the smell of popcorn and the feel of the candle. 

6. List on the chart paper/chalkboard: 

smell touch hear taste see 

7. Discuss the idea that smells, the feel of things, sounds, tastes, and sights can 
bring back memories. 

8. Ask students to recall memories they picture or associate with: 

• the smell of chlorine 

• the feel of soft fur 

• the sound of a bird chirping 

• the taste of bubble gum 

• the sight of balloons 
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9. Say to the students: 

• "We will be doing some writing at the computer about a favorite holiday 
memory, such as making sugar cookies." 

• "What are some favorite holiday memories you might like to write about?" 

10. List student suggestions, being sure to include some memories which can be 
shared by students who don't celebrate Christmas. Your list may include: 

making cookies 

building a snowman 

cutting or selecting a Christmas tree 

decorating a tree 

attending a candle-lit church service 
opening presents 
wrapping gifts 
shopping 

11. Say to the students: 

• "Be thinking about which holiday memory you would like to write about." 

• "It can be a memory on our list or another favorite memory." 


Third Day (students writing at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into the 
students’ computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Remind students that today they will be writing about a favorite holiday memory. 

3. Review the list of student-suggested memories from the second day, reminding 
students that they can also use other ideas. 

4. Decide on an appropriate name for the papers, such as "MEMORY." 

5. Assist students as needed to select "New" and type the name. 

6. Instruct students to begin their papers by typing the name of the memory in 
uppercase letters. 

7. Display and review the list of the 5 senses from the second day. 

8. Say to the students: 

• "Refer to this list as you write your paper." 
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• "Begin by listing the smells you think of when you think of your memory, such as 
'the smell of cinnamon.'" 

• "There may be more than one smell to list, or in a few cases there may be no 
smells." 

• "Then continue on with touch, hear, taste, and see." 

9. Assist students as needed to complete their papers. 

10. Remind students to end with "By (Name)" and to save their papers on their disks. 

11 . Say to the students: 

• "Check through your paper to make sure you have not skipped one of the 
senses by mistake." (Allow time for students to check and make additions.) 

• "Check your paper once more to be sure each line in your paper gives a clear 
description of the smell, taste, feeling, sound, or sight you are describing." 

• "When everything is just right, save your paper." 

12. Print the papers with student-selected borders for use on the fourth day. 

Fourth Day (classroom activity): 

1 . Distribute printouts from the third day. 

2. Say to the students: 

• "You wrote such good descriptions, I almost felt like I was right there when I 
read them." 

• "Let's share some of your descriptions in class today." 

3. Call on volunteers to read their papers to the class, omitting the titles. 

4. Let other students try to guess the favorite memory being described. 

5. Continue until all students have had the opportunity to share. 

Note: If your class is large, you may want to divide it into groups to complete this 
activity. 

6. (Optional) If you wrapped small gifts, such as pencils, for students on the first day, 
open the gift and let each student take one. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Christmas 

These "celebration starters" are activities 
which can be used either in addition to the 
lesson plan on page 123 or as alternate ideas. 


Good News, Bad News 

Discuss ambivalent feelings about the upcoming holidays. For example, you may be 
looking forward to relatives coming, but dreading the thought of 14 people in your little 
house. Let children use computers and a good news/bad news format to express 



Stretch It Out 

Give students some 2-word sentences about the Christmas season: 


Church stood. 
Bells rang. 
Candles burned 
Santa laughed. 
Snowman grew. 


Snowflakes fell. 
Stockings hung. 
Candy was. 

Gift sat. 

Tree stood. 
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Ask students to add to the 2-word sentences in order to form longer, more interesting 
sentences. To begin, set up a computer and do several examples together. As you 
work, make a list on the chalkboard of the kinds of information which might be added. 
Your list might include: 


place 

time of day 

month 

season 

smells 

tastes 

sounds 


colors 

shapes 

textures 

feelings/emotions 

why 

how 

people 


Let students refer to the list on the chalkboard for ideas as they work on some 
sentences on their own. 

My Life Story 

Make several copies of the More Special Days Christmas pictures (see 
pages 130-131). Cut them apart and let each student pick one to use as the topic of a 
story to be written at the computer. (Beforehand, you may want to sort out the pictures 
which do not seem adaptable to this activity.) Explain to students that they will be 
writing the life story of the object they have picked. They should include what life used 
to be like for the object, what it is like now, and how the object feels about it. The 
papers can be written in first-person form. 
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Crash! 

Use Make Fill-in (G-Control-F) to write the following story starter: 


Christmas 


It was Christmas eve. 

I was almost asleep when 
I heard a CRASH. 

That could only mean one 

thing! 

Let students decide what it does mean (Santa landing, the Christmas tree tipping over, 
a present being dropped, etc.) and complete the story. 

Special Times 

Talk about Christmas and some of the traditions often associated with the holiday. 
Discuss the idea that all families have certain traditional things they do every year at 
Christmas or at other times. Have students each pick a family holiday tradition to write 
about at the computer. Let students draw illustrations to go with their papers. Share 
the drawings and papers by assembling them together in a class book called Special 
Times. Use festive wrapping paper to decorate the cover of the book. 

Available pictures: Students may find the following pictures (available on the More 
Special Days disk in the ABC's book and the Christmas category book) particularly 
useful when writing about Christmas: 
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-tree 

(evergreen) 



-tree (evergreen 
decorated) 


-wreath 



-wreath (Advent) 
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Any Occasions Honoring People 


Date: Varies 

More Special Days Resources: 

How to Use This Lesson.p. 133 

Lesson Plan: Meet a Celebrity.p. 134 

Celebration Starters for Any Occasions 

Honoring People.p. 139 
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Occasions Honoring People 



How to Use This Lesson 


Many of our holidays are in honor of a special person(s). The person may be famous. 
For example, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington are honored on Presidents' 
Day, and Susan B. Anthony is honored on Susan B. Anthony Day. Often, but not 
always, famous people are honored on their birthdays. Sometimes we set aside days 
to honor people who are not necessarily famous, but who are special to us. For 
example, we honor our parents on Mother's Day and Father's Day. Some holidays 
were established to recognize the contributions of specific groups of people. Native 
American Day, for example, is set aside to honor Native Americans and to recognize 
their contributions to American history. Veterans Day is in recognition of our debt to 
those who served their country in the armed forces. 

Many such "people holidays" are included in More Special Days and in Seasons and 
Special Days (a separate SUNBURST product). However, your community may have 
its own local heroes who are honored on special days, or students from varying 
backgrounds may set aside days to honor the people who are important in their 
unique cultures or religions. 

This lesson is a "generic lesson" designed to allow you to honor any person or group 
of people. By supplying the name of the person(s) to be honored and details about 
that person(s), you can individualize the lesson to suit your needs. 
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Lesson Plan: 
Meet a Celebrity 

First Day: classroom activity 
(30 minutes) 

Second Day: students writing at 
computers 
(30 minutes) 

Third Day: students making 
revisions at computers 
(30 minutes) 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOCUS: Learn new terms 

Use a simple outline 
Write a short biography 
Revise: additions 


MATERIALS NEEDED: First Day: 

Simple biographies and autobiographies 
(separated into two groups) 

Chalkboard (or chart paper) 

Second Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 
Outline made on the first day 

Third Day: 

Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) 

More Special Days disks 

PREPARATION: First Day: 

Share a few simple biographies with students 
by reading out loud during story or literature 
time. 
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Lesson Plan 

First Day (classroom activity): 

Note: Before beginning this lesson, familiarize students with biographies through the 
activity listed under "Preparation" (page 134). 

1 . Ask the students: 

• "Who would you think of if I said to name a famous or well-known person?" 

• "What made these people famous?" 

• "How do we find out about famous people and the important things they've 
done?" (books, magazines, newspapers, TV, personal appearances, 
interviews, etc.) 

2. Say to the students: 

• "We have some books in our classroom which tell about famous people." 

• "Some of these books are called autobiographies, while others are called 
biographies." 

• "An autobiography is a book about a famous person written by that person. 

• "A biography is a book written about a famous person by another author." 

3. Show students examples of both. 

Note: In the remainder of this lesson, students learn about biographies by 
writing about a make-believe person. If your class is honoring a real person, 
simply omit references to the make-believe person and substitute real names and 
facts. 

4. Say to the students: 

• "We are going to practice writing a biography about a make-believe famous 
person." 

• "We will use make-believe information, but information that would make 
sense.” 

• "What could we name our person?" 

5. List student name suggestions on chalkboard/chart. 
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6. Say to the students: 

• "A biography usually starts with information about the person's childhood." 

• "For example, where might your famous person have been born?" 

7. List students' ideas on the chalkboard/chart in a simple outline under "I. Birth." 

8. Continue with the following questions, listing student ideas: 

• "What might be some names we could use for this individual's parents?" (List 
under "II. Parents.") 

• "Perhaps this person had an unusual childhood, growing up in a far-off place, 
on an island, in a huge apartment building in a big city, on a river boat, on a 
ranch, or on a farm." 

• "Could the place the person grew up give us some ideas for an interesting 
childhood experience that might have happened?" (List ideas under 

"III. Childhood.") 

• "Can you think of names for some schools this person might have attended?" 
(List ideas under "IV. Education.") 

• "Your individual's fame could be due to an outstanding invention such as the 
skateboard, a computer game, a microwave food, a new and popular toy, a 
robot pet, or a new form of transportation." 

• "This person could be the new star of a television program or movie." 

• "What are some things your individual might have done to become famous?" 
(List ideas under "V. Fame.") 

9. Say to the students: 

• "We will be writing simple biographies of our characters at the computer." 

• "You may choose a character name from our list or make up your own first and 
last name." 

• "We will follow the outline we have just talked about, including birth, 
parents, childhood, education, and what the person did to become a famous 
character." 
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Second Day (students writing at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days into students' 
computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Say to the students: 

• "Today we are going to write our biographies of our characters at the 
computer." 

3. Decide on an appropriate name such as "BIOGRAPHY." 

4. Allow time for students to select "New" and type the name. 

5. Say to the students: 

• "Remember that there are pictures in the More Special Days picture book." 

• "You could use some of these pictures in your biography." 

• "Some of the pictures you might use are the man, woman, school, or a picture 
that shows where your person lived." 

• "Don't forget to include information about birth, parents, childhood, education, 
and what made the person famous." 

6. Review the outline from the first day. 

7. Allow time for students to write, assisting as needed. 

8. Remind students to end their papers with "By (Name)." 

9. Save the papers on the disks for use on the third day. 

Third Day (students making revisions at computers): 

1 . Load Muppet Slate (Teacher Disk) and More Special Days disks into students' 
computers, continuing until the Main Menu is displayed. 

2. Say to the students: 

• "You have some very interesting biographies of your characters." 

• "Today we will read our biographies to see if we want to change anything." 

3. Assist students as needed to select "Load" and to load their biographies. 
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4. Say to the students: 

• "Let's check for one thing at a time." 

• "First, make sure that you have followed the outline and included all the things 
we talked about." 

5. Assist students to make changes and additions if needed. Students who finish 
early can help others. 

6. Say to the students: 

• "Now look for places where a picture from the More Special Days picture book 
might help your story." 

7. Assist students to replace words with pictures where desired. 

8. Say to the students: 

• "Biographies usually begin with a title." 

• "Remember, the name stored in the computer for your paper will not be printed 
when you print your paper." 

• "In order to have a title printed with your paper, you must type a title at the 
beginning of your biography." 

• "Think of a good title for your biography and add it to your paper." 

9. Assist students to switch to insert mode and type titles at the top of their 
biographies. If needed, spaces can be inserted in front of the title to center it. 
Remind students to press GO to skip a line after the title. 

1 0. Say to the students: 

• "Read through your biography one last time." 

• "As you read, look for any little mistakes which may be left such as spelling 
errors." 

11. Assist students as needed to make their final corrections. 

12. Remind students to save their papers on their disks. 

13. Print the papers with student-selected borders. 

1 4. (Optional) Staple each biography together using a student drawing of the 
character as a cover. 
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Celebration Starters 
for 

Any Occasions Honoring People 


These "celebration starters" are activities 
which can be used either in addition to the 
lesson plan on page 134 or as alternate ideas. 


Abracadabra! Autobiography! 

Follow the lesson plan on page 134 to write and print biographies about the person 
being honored. Then have students reload the biographies into the computers and 
rewrite them as autobiographies. (Switch to insert mode. Delete "he/she," "her/his," etc. 
and insert "I," "me," etc.) 

Happy Birthday 

If the day honoring the person falls on or near the person's birthday, plan a party. Plan 
simple treats and decorations which would appeal to the person (for example, flags for 
a political figure). Ask students to draw pictures of gifts they'd like to give the person. 

At computers, let students write short speeches appropriate for a gift-presentation 
ceremony. 
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Give it a Try 

Research the famous person being honored. Have students try (or imagine they have 
tried) a favorite activity, sport, or food of the famous person. Let students use 
computers to write letters to the person about their shared experiences. 



Just One Question 

Talk about the person being honored. Ask students to pretend they will have the 
opportunity of actually talking to the person. However, they will only be able to ask 
one question. At the computer, have them write the question and the answer they 
think the person might give. 

Time Machine 

For a holiday which honors a person who has died, help students learn about the 
person and the era in which the person lived. Now have students pretend they have 
stepped into a time machine and gone back in time to visit the person. What happens 
on the way? What happens upon arrival? What does the person say or do? Let 
students write papers at the computer to tell the story. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Books 

Adler, David A. Martin Luther King, Jr: Free at Last. 

Clayton, Ed. Martin Luther King: The Peaceful Warrior. 
Grigoli, Valorie. Patriotic Holidays and Celebrations. 

Lowery, Linda. Martin Luther King Day. 

Patterson, Lillie. Martin Luther King, Jr. Man of Peace. 

Rowe, Jeanne A. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Young, Margaret. The Picture Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Films/Filmstrips 

Legacy of a Dream. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Valentine's Day 

Books 

Adams, Adrienne. The Great Valentine's Day Balloon Race. 
Balian, Lorna. A Sweetheart for Valentine. 

Banks, Marjorie Ann. How We Celebrate Our Spring Holidays. 
Barth, Edna. Hearts, Cupids, and Red Roses. 

Brown, Fem. Valentine's Day - A First Book. 

Brown, Marc. Arthur's Valentine. 

Bulla, Clyde R. St. Valentine's Day. 

Bulla, Clyde R. The Valentine Cat. 

Bunting, Eve. The Valentine Bears. 

Burnett, Bernice. Holidays. 

Cohen, Miriam. Bee My Valentine. 

Cole, William. Poems for Seasons and Celebrations. 
de Paola, Tomie. Things to Make and Do for Valentine's Day. 
Guilfoile, Elizabeth. Valentine's Day. 

Haywood, Carolyn. A Valentine Fantasy. 

Hopkins, Lee B. Good Morning to You, Valentine. 

Krythe, Maymie R. All About American Holidays. 

Livingston, Myra Cohn. Valentine Poems. 

Lovelace, Maud Hart. The Valentine Box. 

Manning-Sanders, Ruth. Festivals. 

Mariana. Miss Flora McFlimsey's Valentine. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Modell, Frank. One Zillion Valentines. 

Nixon, Joan. The Valentine Mystery. 

Pannell, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Rarick, Carrie. Jeanie's Valentines. 

Schultz, Gwen. The Blue Valentine. 

Schultz, Charles. Be My Valentine, Charlie Brown. 

Sharmat, Marjorie. Best Valentine in the World. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Films/Filmstrips 

The Valentine Box. 
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Susan B. Anthony Day 

Books 

Bolton, Sarah (Knowles). Lives of Girls who Became Famous. 

Clinton, Susan. The Story of Susan B. Anthony. 

Commager, Henry Steele. Crusaders for Freedom. 

Daugherty, Sonia. Ten Brave Women. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 

Grant, Matthew. Susan B. Anthony. 

Peterson, Helen Stone. Susan B. Anthony Pioneer in Woman's Rights. 
Stevenson, Janet. Women's Rights. 

St. Patrick's Day 

Books 

Balian, Lorna. Leprechauns Never Lie. 

Barth, Edna. Shamrocks, Harps, and Shillelaghs. 

Bunting, Eve. St. Patrick's Day in the Morning. 

Burnett, Bernice. Holidays. 

Calhoun, Mary. The Hungry Leprechaun. 

Cantwell, Mary. St. Patrick's Day. 

Cole, William. Poems for Seasons and Celebrations. 

Dobler, Lavinia. Customs and Holidays Around the World. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 

Green, Kathleen. Leprechaun Tales. 

Janice. Little Bear Marches in the St. Patrick's Day Parade. 

Kennedy, Richard. The Leprechaun's Story. 

Krythe, Maymie R. All About American Holidays. 

Manning-Sanders, Ruth. Festivals. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Pannell, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Sasek, M. This is Ireland. 

Shertle, Alice. Jeremy Bean's St. Patrick's Day. 

Shura, Mary F. Shoe Full of Shamrock. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Zimelman, Nathan. To Sing a Song as Big as Ireland. 

Passover 

Books 

Adler, David. A Picture Book of Passover. 

Berger, Gilda. Easter and Other Spring Holidays. 

Chanover, Hyman. Pesah is Coming! 

Chanover, Hyman. Pesah is Here! 

Dobler, Lavinia. Customs and Holidays Around the World. 

Hirsh, Marilyn. One Little Goat. 

McGovern, Ann. Why It's a Holiday. 

Morrow, Betty. Jewish Holidays. 

Purdy, Susan. Festivals for You to Celebrate. 

Rosen, Anne. A Family Passover. 

Schwartz, L. S. The Four Questions. 

Shulevitz, Uri. The Magician. 

Simon, Norma. Passover. 

Zusman, Evelyn. The Passover Parrot. 

Films/Filmstrips 

Passover. 
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Children's Day/Kites' Day 

Books 

Ayer, Jacqueline. Nu Dang and His Kite. 

Brummitt, Wyatt. Kites. 

Calhoun, Mary. The Battle of Reuben Robin and Kite Uncle John. 
Fujikawa, Gya. The Flyaway Kite. 

Haseley, Dennis. Kite Flyer. 

Rey, Margaret. Curious George Flys a Kite. 

Robinson, Nancy L. The Missing Ball of String. 

Ruthstrom, Dorothea. The Big Kite Contest. 

Shapiro, Arnold. Kenny's Crazy Kite. 

Srummitt, Wyatt. Kites. 

Stokes, Jack. Let's Make a Kite. 

Uchida, Yoshiko. Sumi's Prize. 

Van Straalen, Alice. The Book of Holidays Around the World. 
Yolen, Jane. The Emperor and the Kite. 

Yolen, Jane. The Seventh Mandarin. 

Films/Filmstrips 

Kites. 

Buddha Day 

Books 

Appel, Benjamin. Why the Japanese Are the Way They Are. 
Caldwell, John C. and Elsie F. Our Neighbors in Japan. 

Childcraft. Holidays and Customs. 

Dobler, Lavinia. Customs and Holidays Around the World. 
Edmons, I. C. Buddhism. 

Johnson, Hannah Lyons. Hello Small Sparrow. 

Joy, Charles R. Getting to Know the Two Chinas. 

Lewis, Richard. In a Spring Garden. 

Maestro, Betsy. Fat Polka-dot Cat and Other Haiku. 

McLenighan, Valjean. Enchantment of the World of China. 
Peterson, Lorraine D. How People Live in Japan. 

Mother's Day 

Books 

Adams, Florence. Highdays and Holidays. 

Balian, Loma. Mother's Mother's Day. 

Banks, Marjorie Ann. How We Celebrate Our Holidays. 

Berenstain, Stan. The Berenstain Bears and Mama's New Job. 
Blaine, Marge. The Terrible Thing That Happened at Our House. 
Burnett, Bernice. The First Book of Holidays. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 

Ferris, Helen. Favorite Poems Old and New. 

Hazeltine, Alice. The Year Around Poems for Children. 

Howe, James. The Case of the Missing Mother. 

Hufford, Grace. My Poetry Book. 

Krythe, Maymie R. All About American Holidays. 

Lasker, Joe. Mothers Can Do Anything. 

McSpadden, Joseph. The Book of Holidays. 

Mitchell, Joyce. My Mommy Makes Money. 

Moncure, Jane. Our Mother's Day Book. 

Panned, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Phelan, Mary. Mother's Day. 
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Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman. Hooray for Mother's Day. 

Smith, Lucia. My Mom Got a Job. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Thayer, Marjorie. A Mother for Mother's Day. 

Independence Day 

Books 

Banks, Marjorie Ann. How We Celebrate Our Spring Holidays. 
Brooks, Barbara. Holidays and Entertainment. 

Burnett, Bernice. Holidays. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 

Giblin, James. Fireworks, Picnics, and Flags. 

Grigoli, Valorie. Patriotic Holidays and Celebrations. 

Krythe, Maymie R. All About American Holidays. 
Manning-Sanders, Ruth. Festivals. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Reck, Ama Kehoe. Independence Days Around the World. 
Shortall, Leonard W. One Way. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Van Straalen, Alice. The Book of Holidays Around the World. 
Zion, Gene. The Summer Snowman. 

Labor Day 

Books 

Burnett, Bernice. Holidays. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 

Grigoli, Valorie. Patriotic Holidays and Celebrations. 

Krythe, Maymie R. All About American Holidays. 

Mamell, James. Labor Day. 

McGovern, Ann. Why It's a Holiday. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Pannell, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

World Book Encyclopedia. Labor Day. 

Grandparents Day 

Books 

Barack, Barbara. Grandpa. 

Buckley, Helen E. Grandfather and I. 

Buckley, Helen E. Grandmother and I. 

Caseley, Judith. Apple Pie and Onions. 

Denton, Kady MacDonald. Granny is a Darling. 
dePaola, Tomie. Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs. 
dePaola, Tomie. Watch Out for the Chicken Feet in Your Soup. 
Gauch, Patricia. Grandpa and Me. 

Goldman, Susan. Grandma is Somebody Special. 

Griffith, Helen V. Georgia Music. 

Hein, Lucille. My Very Special Friend. 

Hines, Anna Grossnickle. Grandma Gets Grumpy. 

Jackson, Louise. Grandpa Had a Windmill Grandma Had a Chum. 
Kirk, Barbara. Grandpa, Me and Our House in the Tree. 

Knotts, Howard. Great-Grandfather, the Baby and Me. 

Lasky .Kathryn. I Have Four Names for My Grandfather. 

Lobel, Arnold. Uncle Elephant. 
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Low, Alice. Grandmas and Grandpas. 

MacLachlan, Patricia. Through Grandpa's Eyes. 

Moore, Elaine. Grandma's Promise. 

Pearson, Susan. Happy Birthday, Grampie. 

Skorpen, Liesel. Mandy's Grandmother. 

Sonneborn, Ruth. I Love Gram. 

Williams, Barbara. Kevin's Grandma. 

Wittman, Sally. A Special Trade. 

Zolotow, Charlotte. My Grandson Lew. 

Films/Filmstrips 

Mandy's Grandmother. 

Portrait of Grandpa Doc. 

Special Trade. 

Halloween 

Books 

Adams, Adrienne. A Woggle of Witches. 

Anderson, Lonza. Halloween Party. 

Barth, Edna. Witches, Pumpkins, and Grinning Ghosts. 

Bauer, C. E. Halloween: Stories and Poems. 

Borten, Helen. Halloween. 

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford's Halloween. 

Bright, Robert. Georgie's Halloween. 

Burnett, Bernice. The First Book of Holidays. 

Childcraft. Holidays and Customs Volume. 

Cole, Ann. A Pumpkin In a Pear Tree. 

Cole, William. Poems for Seasons and Celebrations. 

Coombs, Patricia. Dorrie and the Halloween Plot. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 
Freeman, Don. Space Witch. 

Glovach, Linda. Little Witch's Halloween Book. 

Hippel, Ursula. Craziest Halloween. 

Hoffman, Phyllis. Happy Halloween. 

Hurd, Edith. The So-So Cat. 

Jacobs, Leland B. Hello Year! 

Kellogg, Steven. The Mystery of the Flying Orange Pumpkin. 
Kraus, Robert. How Spider Saved Halloween. 

Krythe, Maymie. All About American Holidays. 

Lystad, Mary. Halloween Parade. 

Manning-Sanders, Ruth. Festivals. 

McGovern, Ann. Squeals and Squiggles and Ghostly Giggles. 
McGovern, Ann. Why It's a Holiday. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Miller, Edna. Mousekin's Golden House. 

Mooser, Stephen. The Ghost with the Halloween Hiccups. 
Pannell, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Patterson, Lillie. Halloween—A Holiday Book. 

Preston, Edna. One Dark Night. 

Reinecke, Esther. Punkin's First Halloween. 

Shaw, Richard. The Kitten in the Pumpkin Patch. 

Slobodkin, Louis. Trick or Treat. 

Stevenson, James. That Terrible Halloween Night. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Zolotow, Charlotte. A Tiger Called Thomas. 
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Films/Filmstrips 

Arthur's Halloween. 

Curious George and the Costume Party. 

Legend of Sleepy Hollow. 

Lonesome Ghosts. 

Witch Who Was Afraid of Witches. 

Veterans Day 

Books 

Adams, Florence. Highdays and Holidays. 

Arbuthnot, May Hill. Time for Poetry. 

Burnett, Bernice. The First Book of Holidays. 

Cole, William. Poems for Seasons and Celebrations. 
Grigoli, Valorie. Patriotic Holidays and Celebrations. 
Hazeltine, Alice. The Year Around Poems for Children. 
Ickis, Marguerite. The Book of Patriotic Holidays. 
Krythe, Maymie. All About American Holidays. 
McGovern, Ann. Why It's a Holiday. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Pannell, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Christmas 

Books 

Adams, Adrienne. The Christmas Party. 

Aichinger, Helga. The Shepherd. 

Alden, Raymond. Why the Chimes Rang. 

Anglund, Joan. Christmas is a Time of Giving. 

Baker, Laura. The Friendly Beasts. 

Balian, Lorna. Bah! Humbug? 

Barry, Robert. Mr. Willowby's Christmas Tree. 

Barth, Edna. Holly, Reindeer, and Colored Lights. 
Brown, Margaret. Christmas In the Bam. 

Burnett, Bernice. The First Book of Holidays. 

Carroll, Ruth and Latrobe. The Christmas Kitten. 
Chonz, Selina. A Bell for Ursli. 

Cole, Ann. A Pumpkin in a Pear Tree. 

Cole, William. Poems for Seasons and Celebrations. 
Corwin, Judith. Christmas Fun. 
dePaola, Tomie. The Christmas Pageant. 

Devlin, Wende and Harry. Cranberry Christmas. 
Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. 
Duvoisin, Roger. One Thousand Christmas Beards. 
Duvoisin, Roger. Petunia's Christmas. 

Ets, Marie Hall. Nine Days to Christmas. 

Gantschev, Ivan. The Christmas Train. 

Glovach, Linda. The Little Witch's Christmas Book. 
Greene, Carol. Holidays Around the World. 

Helfman, Elizabeth S. Celebrating Nature. 

Hillman, Priscilla. A Merry-Mouse Christmas ABC. 
Hoban, Lillian. Arthur's Christmas Cookies. 

Hoban, Russell. The Mole Family's Christmas. 

Hoff, Syd. Where's Prancer? 

Hotl man, F etix. Story of Christmas. 
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Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Sing Hey for Christmas Day. 
Hurd, Edith. Christmas Eve. 

Hutchins, Pat. The Silver Christmas Tree. 

Jackson, Kathryn. The Joys of Christmas. 

Kahl, Virginia. Plum Pudding for Christmas. 

Keats, Ezra Jack. The Little Drummer Boy. 

Krahn, Fernando. The Biggest Christmas Tree on Earth. 
Kroll, Steven. Santa's Crash-Bang Christmas. 

Krythe, Maymie R. All About American Holidays. 
Lindgren, Astrid. Christmas in Noisy Village. 

May, Robert. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. 
McGinley, Phyllis. The Year Without a Santa Claus. 
McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. 

Miller, Edna. Mousekin's Christmas Eve. 

Monsell, Helen. Paddy's Christmas. 

Moore, Clement. The Night Before Christmas. 

Pannell, Lucile. Holiday Round Up. 

Patterson, Lillie. Christmas Feasts and Festivals. 

Peet, Bill. Countdown to Christmas. 

Pitcher, Caroline. Christmas. 

Seuss, Dr. How the Grinch Stole Christmas. 

Stewart, Ruth Weeden. Harvest of Holidays. 

Supraner, Robyn. Merry Christmas! 

Wells, Rosemary. Morris' Disappearing Bag. 

Wildsmith, Brian. The Twelve Days of Christmas. 

Wright, Dare. A Gift From the Lonely Doll. 

Films/Filmstrips 

The Bear Who Slept Through Christmas. 

How the Animals Discovered Christmas. 

Night Before Christmas. 

Paddy Bear. 

Rudolph, The Red Nosed Reindeer. 

Small One. 

What Is Christmas? 
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At a Glance 


More Special Days 

Language Arts: Writing/Social Studies 


Overview 1 


More Special Days is used with Muppet Slate (the word and picture processor for very young 
children) to make holiday-related pictures available for student writing. Plans for holiday activities 
and writing experiences are included. 



READING LEVEL 

Kindergarten 


GRADE LEVEL 


1 


PreKl 2 3 45 6 7 8 91011 12 A 




Curriculum 


[PREREQUISITE SKILLS 

Familiarity with Muppet Slate 


1 


OBJECTIVES 

• Learn about a variety of holidays 
(different from those included in Seasons 
and Special Days) 

• Develop an appreciation of religious and 
cultural differences and similarities 

• Provide language arts experiences 
related to the celebration of holidays 

• Practice the writing process from the 
generation of ideas through publication 
of the final product 


PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS 

• Planning ahead 
« Creative writing 



Courseware 

NOTEWORTHY FEATURES 

• Used with the Muppet Slate Teacher 
Disk 

• Makes new holiday-related pictures 
available for student writing 

• Teacher's Guide has language arts 
lesson plans and classroom ideas 
related to the holidays 

• May use Muppet Learning Keys or 
regular keyboard 

• Students or teacher can print papers 


TEACHER OPTIONS 

• None (All Muppet Slate teacher options 
remain available.) 


RELATED MATERIAL 

• Muppet Slate 

• Seasons and Special Days 








More Special Days 


DESCRIPTION 


More Special Days is used with Muppet Slate in 
place of the Muppet Slate Student Disk. Muppet 
Slate will operate as usual, but with holiday- 
related pictures available for use in student 
writing (Santa, valentine, leprechaun, fireworks, 
ghost, pinata, etc.). 


For each of over 20 holidays, the Teacher’s 
Guide provides: 


• background/historical information 

• a step-by-step lesson plan and/or 
"celebration starters" (suggestions for 
classroom and computer-writing activities) 

• a list of books/fllmstrips about the holiday 


Each lesson plan (or celebration starter) 
focuses on language arts skills. For example, on 
Veterans Day, students draw a flag, discuss its 
symbolism, and complete a fill-in paper with facts 
and feelings about the flag. This lesson can 
easily be adapted for use in any country by 
drawing and discussing the flag of that country. 
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GETTING STARTED 

Show students the More Special Days pictures 
available for an upcoming holiday (see Teacher's 
Guide). Discuss the meaning of the holiday and 
what each picture symbolizes about the holiday. 


AT THE COMPUTER 

Step 1 : Load the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk. 
When requested by Kermit to insert the Student 
Disk, insert More Special Days. 

Step 2: Select NEW and type the name of 
the holiday. 

Step 3: Write about the holiday, using at 
least 2-3 pictures. (Press ROBIN to access 
pictures.) 


I MARTIN L KING I 

didn’t like 
the rules about 


riding ipu^s and 
going to 


4 !■■■■■ 


a 


Step 4: Press GO to go to the next line, and 
type "By (Name)." 

Step 5: Press ZAP to return to the Main 
Menu; save the paper. 

Step 6: Use PRINT to print the paper (no 
border). 


SUGGESTED EVALUATION 

Exchange papers with partners and make 
suggestions for changes in wording, punctuation, 
and spelling. Return to computers to make final 
corrections. Print the papers with borders. 


SPECIAL KEYS 

• None (All Muppet Slate keys operate as 
usual). 
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INSTALLING YOUR MUPPETLEARNING KEYS 


1. Plug the Muppet Learning Keys into the joystick port on the back of the Apple lie, 
lie, or IlGS. 

If you are using an Apple II+, you will need an adapter. Plug the adapter into the 
joystick socket inside the computer; then plug the Muppet Learning Keys into the 
adapter. Adapters can be ordered through the current SUNBURST catalog or by 
calling SUNBURST at (800) 628-8897. 

2. Follow the steps necessary to turn on your computer and start the program. (For 
assistance, see page 151.) Avoid pressing keys on the Muppet Learning Keys 
while the program is loading, or the Muppet Learning Keys will not function 
properly. 
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APPLE II: WORKING WITH YOUR COMPUTER 


TURNING ON THE SYSTEM 

1. Turn on the monitor. 

2. Insert the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk into the disk drive with the label facing up. 

3. Close the door to the disk drive. 

4. If you have 2 disk drives, insert the More Special Days disk in the second 
disk drive and close the door. 

5. Turn on the Apple II. (The on-off switch is on the back left side of the computer.) 

6. You will see a red light on the disk drive turn on. The SUNBURST logo (then the 
title screen) should appear on the screen, and the disk drive lights should turn off 
within 30 seconds. If not, turn the Apple off and make sure your disks are placed 
correctly in the disk drives. 

7. If you have only 1 disk drive, you will now be asked to insert a Student Disk. Use 
your More Special Days disk as the Student Disk. Remove the Muppet 

Slate Teacher Disk, replace it with the More Special Days disk, close the 
door, and press GO. 

8. The Main Menu will appear on the screen. 

9. If you wish to return to the Main Menu during the program, hold down the Control 
Key and press Q. 


TURNING OFF THE SYSTEM 

1. Remove the disk (or disks) from the disk drive and return it to its place of storage. 

2. Turn off the Apple II. 

3. Turn off the monitor. 
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APPLE IlGS: CONTROL PANEL SETTINGS 

To allow your Apple IlGS to work properly with SUNBURST software, certain Control 
Panel settings should be selected. The Apple IlGS retains these settings even after the 
power is turned off. 

To Use the Control Panel: 

• Turn on the Apple IlGS and monitor. 

• Enter the Control Panel Main Menu by holding down the CONTROL and OPTION 
keys, and then press RESET (the rectangular key located above the number 
keys). If your Apple IlGS is in an Apple lie case, use the closed-apple (*) key 
instead of OPTION. 

• Press the 1 key to enter the Control Panel. 

• Use 4-and fto highlight the feature you want to change and press RETURN. 
Again use X and f to highlight a specific option and change it by using the «— 
and —► keys. 

• After you have finished making changes, select Quit to use the Apple IlGS. 

To Change the Display: 

• Highlight Display and press RETURN. 

• Set Type to Color. 

• Set Columns to 40. 

• Set Text to White. 

• Set Background to Black. 

• Set Border to Black. 

• Press RETURN to save the changes and to go back to the Control Panel. 

To Change the System Speed: 

• Highlight System Speed and press RETURN. 

• Set System Speed to Normal. 

• Press RETURN to go back to the Control Panel. 


To Change the Slots: 

• Highlight Slots and press RETURN. 

• Set Slot 1 to Printer Port. If you are using a printer card, select the slot number 
your printer card is in. 

• Set Slot 6 to Disk Port, if you use a 5.25 - inch drive connected to the disk drive 
port. 

• Set Slot 6 to Your Card, if you use a 5.25 - inch drive connected to a controller 
card in Slot 6. 

• Set Startup Slot to Scan. 

• Press RETURN to go back to the Control Panel. 
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"WHAT HAPPENS IF...?" — SUNBURST 
COURSEWARE AND WARRANTY 


What happens if a program will not load or run? 

Call us toll-free at (800) 628-8897 or call collect (914) 747-3310 and we will send 
you a new disk. 

What if I find an error in the program? 

We have thoroughly tested the programs that SUNBURST carries, so we hope 
this does not happen. But if you do find an error, please note what you did before 
the error occurred. Also, if a message appears on the screen, please write the 
message down. Then fill out the evaluation form or call us with the information. 
We will correct the error and send you a new disk. 

What happens if the courseware is accidentally destroyed ? 

SUNBURST has a lifetime guarantee on its courseware. Send us the product 
that was damaged and we will send you a new one. 

How do I stop a program in the middle to go on to something new? 

You can return to the Main Menu by holding down the Control Key while pressing 
Q. To use another disk, select "Quit" from the Main Menu and follow the 
instructions on the screen. 

Can I copy this disk? 

SUNBURST gives you permission to make as many copies as you need of the 
More Special Days disk. You must use the Utilities (Control-T from the 
Main Menu) to copy the More Special Days disk. Using other copy 
programs could result in disks that do not work properly. 

Can I take this disk out of the computer after the program has been loaded and 
put it into another computer? 

The Muppet Slate Teacher Disk can be loaded and then removed. The More 
Special Days disk should then be loaded and must be left in the drive while using 
More Special Days. If two drives are being used, for the smoothest operation, 
place the Muppet Slate Teacher Disk in drive 1, the More Special Days disk in 
drive 2, and leave them both in the drives while using More Special Days. 
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